First Asia Pacific Linguistics Olympiad (2019).
Solutions

Problem 5.

@ NT &rdn  men
2. BATO  bicdi  he/she cut
s YINY  wepin heart
4. 3 otuz thirty

5. ) )I( "I qayan  khagan

6. GGYI'IJ N’( tizligig the knee-bearer, the mighty one

(b) »GYN = Oldgém, olagim, Slgadm, 6lgiim, Sliigdm, Oliigiim,

ilagidm, iilagim, lilgdm, iilglim, tlligdm, iiliigiim.

(c) 1. The Old Turkic script is written from right to left.

2. “Front” and “back” consonant letters:

Adjacent vowels | b | n t |d|s|r | 1]y k/q g/y

Front (3/i/6/a) | R [N R IXTTITIY Q30| €

Back (a/i/o/m) | O | D [ S IBICIUII|[D|N@| 2w

>¢ (m), I'I'I (z), * (¢, ¥ (8) and \l (n) do not have front/back glyph pairs.

3. Rules for writing vowels (+: written, —: not written):

Vowels | Letter | (1) | (2) | (3) | (4)
NN
i/i T I E

I (

1) first vowel in the word,;

2) word-finally;

3) elsewhere, after a/a/1/1i;
4) elsewhere, after 0/6/u/1i.

+ |+ ] -

o/u >

s | N |4 44| -
4. Syllable structure (C = consonant, V = vowel):

e first syllable: (C)V(C)
e elsewhere: CV(C)

5. The rounded low vowels o and 6 appear only in the first syllable.




