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Problem 3 (20 points). Here are some verb forms in Tangsa, written in the Tangsa script,
with their pronunciations in the phonetic alphabet and English translations:

𖪥𖩵𖪅𖪐 𖪴𖩷𖪇𖪐 jauŋ³ ʃauŋ² I will grill

𖪹𖩺𖪰 𖪴𖪃 tə̪t ʃi² we will kill

𖪤𖩶 𖪴𖪏𖪬 saʔ ʃɯn² youpl will eat

𖪸𖪆𖪰 𖪴𖪘 t ̪h ut ʃɯu¹ yousg rub (imp.)

𖪣𖩵𖪅𖪐 𖪫𖪂 ŋauŋ³ miʔ we didn’t sit

𖪱𖪄𖪐 𖪰𖪖 duŋ¹ tɤʔ they emerged

𖪲𖪄𖪮 𖪰𖪃 rul¹ ti² we will fall

𖪪𖩴 𖪰𖩲 ba¹ toʔ yousg flew

𖪤𖩴𖪄 𖪰𖪗 sau¹ tɤ² they will cough

𖪥𖪄 𖪠𖪌𖪬 ju¹ kɯn¹ youpl run (imp.)

𖪵𖩺𖪧 𖪰𖩷𖪇𖪐 I will stand

𖪱𖩲𖪠 𖪠𖪘 yousg dive (imp.)

𖪤𖩶 𖪫𖩶𖪆𖪠 I didn’t eat

𖪴𖩴𖪄𖪐 𖪴𖪗 they will sell

𖪢𖪚 𖪴𖪘 yousg steal (imp.)

𖪢𖩶𖪧 𖪰𖩲 (1) yousg shot

𖪲𖪏𖪃 𖪴𖪃 (2) we will buy

𖪥𖪄 𖪫𖪆 (3) (4)

𖪵𖩺𖪧 𖪰𖪙 ʨəp tɯu² (5)

su¹ mɯt youpl didn’t squeeze

dok tauk I dived

kauk tiʔ we bit

ʃauŋ¹ tɯt (6)

duŋ¹ kɯu¹ (7)

(8) ʨum¹ muʔ yousg didn’t cut

(9) gɯuʔ tiʔ we stole

(10) dok tɯn² (11)

(12) youpl will cut

(13) I squeezed

(14) (15) youpl bite (imp.)

Fill in the blanks (1–15). No answers are required in the shaded areas.

!△ Tangsa belongs to the Sal group of the Sino-Tibetan family. It is spoken by approx.
100,000 people in northern Myanmar and northeastern India.

The Tangsa script was created by Lakhum Mossang in 1990 based on the Mossang variety
of the language. As of 2021, the script was used by around 100 people.

ŋ = ng in hang. ʃ, t,̪ t ̪h , and ʨ are consonants. ə, ɤ, and ɯ are vowels. ʔ is pronounced
by a brief pause of breath, as in the middle of uh-oh. Some Tangsa syllables carry tones, which
are indicated by superscript numerals.

sg = singular; pl = plural; imp. = imperative (used in a command or request).
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