Seventh Asia Pacific Linguistics Olympiad (2025)

Problems

Problem 3 (20 points).

with their pronunciations in the phonetic alphabet and English translations:

FL0QS& S0d.é jaun3 faun? I will grill

Qotnd &37
om &03h
alrs &0
Whls S3
HOS I¥
3oL F3f
dL. Q@
SLO IH
30 Q¥h
A 00 Fold.s
L£Q0 (0
o ShlF(
5LOS 8RR
g@ &0

tat fi?

sa? fun?
thut fwu?
naun3 mi?
dunt! t¥?
rul® ti?
bal to?
sau? t¥2

jul kwin?

we will kill
you,; will eat
yougg rub (imp.)
we didn’t sit
they emerged
we will fall
yousg flew

they will cough
youy; run (imp.)
I will stand
yougg dive (imp.)
Ididn’t eat

they will sell

yousg steal (imp.)

gm0 FQ ()
31033f &3f (2

30 Sl

(3)

Here are some verb forms in Tangsa, written in the Tangsa script,

yousg shot

we will buy

(4)

fFn 801 F09Q teap twu?

(13)

(14)

su! muwt
dok tauk
kauk ti?
faun?! twt
dun?! kwut?
teum?! mu?
gwu? ti?

dok twn?

(15)

Fill in the blanks (1-15). No answers are required in the shaded areas.

()

youp, didn’t squeeze
I dived

we bit

(6)

(7)

yougg didn’t cut

we stole

(11)

youy will cut
I squeezed

you,, bite (imp.)

A\ Tangsa belongs to the Sal group of the Sino-Tibetan family. It is spoken by approx.

100,000 people in northern Myanmar and northeastern India.

The Tangsa script was created by Lakhum Mossang in 1990 based on the Mossang variety

of the language. As of 2021, the script was used by around 100 people.

n = ng in hang. §, t, th, and t¢ are consonants. 9, ¥, and w are vowels. 7 is pronounced

by a brief pause of breath, as in the middle of uh-oh. Some Tangsa syllables carry tones, which

are indicated by superscript numerals.

sg = singular; pl = plural; imp. = imperative (used in a command or request).
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