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Problem 4 (20 points). Here are some phrases in Mako and their English translations:

wãpɨˀʤekʷa kʷiʤaluˀʤe — three notebooks

bakʷaˀbo luwaˀbo — one guama fruit

dobulatahi nesti ʦobu — two Nestea drinks

wãmedukʷa luwõ — three male chiefs

bakʷãpa dehãpa — one plate

wãpuˀdokʷa oˀdo — three buckets

bakʷaˀbo ɨwariˀbo — one tail

dowilatahi iʦowi — two canoes

bakʷane inene — one tongue

dũhũtaha iwo ʦuhu — two female sloths

bakʷowi towi — one tree

dũhũtaha itʰihu — two daughters

bakʷale ɨbahale — one eye

doʔolatahi iweʔo — two bones

bakʷɨp̃ɨ ̃ iʦɨp̃ɨ ̃— one bucket handle

dɨdelatahi õmude — two corn kernels

doˀdolatahi uku ʦaˀdo — two matchboxes

bakʷõ otidõ — one male worker

dopʰalatahi iʦopʰa — two ropes

bakʷuhu luwuhu — one female chief

wãpobukʷa gasolina ʦobu
— three (tanks of) petrol

(a) Determine the correct correspondences:

1. wãmedukʷa iwo
2. wãmedukʷa bolodo ʦuhu
3. wãpɨdekʷa buberide
4. wãpuˀbokʷa baleˀbo
5. wãpuˀdokʷa pãlãkaˀdo
6. wãpɨp̃ɨk̃ʷa mɨp̃ɨ ̃
7. wãpobukʷa iʦobu

A. three lakes

B. three washbasins

C. three arch bridges

D. three male sloths

E. three plantains

F. three seje fruits

G. three female monkeys

(b) Translate into Mako:

8. one male monkey

9. one bucket

10. two eyes

11. two tails

12. three ropes

13. one female worker

!△ Mako belongs to the Sáliban family. It is spoken by approx. 2,500 people in the Venezuelan
state of Amazonas.

ʦ, ʤ, ˀb, ˀd, ˀʤ, pʰ, tʰ, kʷ, and ʔ are consonants. ɨ is a vowel. The mark ˜ over a vowel
indicates that it is nasalised.

Nestea is a brand of iced tea. A plantain is a kind of starchy banana.

guama fruits seje fruits — Arul Kolla


