Seventh Asia Pacific Linguistics Olympiad (2025) )
Problems

Problem 4 (20 points). Here are some phrases in Mako and their English translations:

wiapi’dzekva kvidgalu’dze — three notebooks  dithiitaha ithihu — two daughters

bak“a’bo luwa’bo — one guama fruit bak“ale ibahale — one eye

dobulatahi nesti tsobu — two Nestea drinks do?olatahi iwe?o — two bones
wameduk“a luwd — three male chiefs bak"ipi itsipi — one bucket handle
bak“apa dehdpa — one plate didelatahi 6mude — two corn kernels
wapu’dok“a o’do — three buckets do’dolatahi uku tsa’do — two matchboxes
bak“a’bo iwari’bo — one tail bak"6 otidé — one male worker
dowilatahi itsowi — two canoes dophalatahi itsopta — two ropes

bak“ane inene — one tongue bak*uhu luwuhu — one female chief
diihiitaha iwo tsuhu — two female sloths wapobukva gasolina tsobu

bak“owi towi — one tree — three (tanks of) petrol

(a) Determine the correct correspondences:

1. wameduk“a iwo A.  three lakes
2. wamedukva bolodo tsuhu B. three washbasins
3. wiapidekva buberide C. three arch bridges
4. wiapu’bokva bale’bo D. three male sloths
5. wiapu’dok“a palaka’do E. three plantains
6. wapipikwa mipi F. three seje fruits
7. wapobuk“a itsobu G. three female monkeys
(b) Translate into Mako:
8. one male monkey 10.  two eyes 12.  three ropes
9. one bucket 11.  two tails 13.  one female worker

A Mako belongs to the Saliban family. It is spoken by approx. 2,500 people in the Venezuelan
state of Amazonas.

ts, d3, b, °d, "dz, p", th, k¥, and ? are consonants. i is a vowel. The mark E over a vowel
indicates that it is nasalised.

Nestea is a brand of iced tea. A plantain is a kind of starchy banana.

guama fruits seje fruits — Arul Kolla



