Seventh Asia Pacific Linguistics Olympiad (2025) 6
Problems

Problem 5 (20 points). Here are some words in Khasi and their English translations in
arbitrary order:

1. kablay A.  to be black
2. kamatyoy B. big leaf
3. kaniehblay C. breeding goat
4. kasla D. father
5. kidiep E. goatskin
6. ukpa F. iron(e.g. asarod)
7. uladieptla:y G. palm tree leaf 1=
8. ulapkpa H. pupil (of the eye)
9. unar 1. she-goat

10. yopy J. trees

(a) Determine the correct correspondences.
* * *

Below are some additional words in Khasi and their English translations, again in arbitrary

order:
11. kayit K. todie
12.  kilaba:mbriew L. to feed (someone/something)
13.  kiyitkhmat M. glass (e.g. as a sheet)
14. pinbaim N. (blade of) grass
15. ukhla O. spectacles (plural) B=5°
16. ulapyap P. straw
17. uphlap Q. male tiger
18. yap R. man-eating tigers

(b) Determine the correct correspondences.

(c) Translate into English:
19. bam 20. ka snieh 21. ki khmat 22. ulagyon
Note that ulagyopy has two possible translations in English. Give them both.

(d) Translate into Khasi:

23. glass (e.g. as a bottle) 25. tokill
24. iron (e.g. as a sheet) 26. tigress

(e) Knowing that ka lien means ‘boat’ in English, translate ‘sailors’ into Khasi.

(!) No additional explanation besides the answers is required, nor will be marked.

(continued on next page)
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A Khasi belongs to the Khasic branch of the Austroasiatic family. It is spoken by approx.
1 million people in the Indian state of Meghalaya.

kh, p, ph, and y are consonants. i is a vowel. The mark : after a vowel indicates that it is
pronounced long.

A breeding goat is a special he-goat used for breeding. A man-eating tiger is a tiger that kills
and eats people. A straw is a dried stalk of grass. — Jaeyeong Yang

The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.

Editor-in-Chief:
» Vlad A. Neacsu

Editors:
 Shinjini Ghosh » Leonardo Paillo
o Zdravko Ivanov o Alexander Piperski
» Jerome Jochems » Kazune Sato
+ Minkyu Kim (technical editor) + Panawat Tiacharoen
» Tsuyoshi Kobayashi e Ji Hun Wang
« Arul Kolla » Jaeyeong Yang

o Tamila Krashtan
English text:

e Zdravko Ivanov e Tamila Krashtan
« Minkyu Kim » Vlad A. Neacsu
o Arul Kolla « Kazune Sato

Good luck!



