First Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2019) 3
Individual Contest Problems

Problem 2 (15 points). Czech

Czech language features rich morphology and a free word order which you will explore in this task. Study the
sentences in Czech and their English translations:

Czech English

1 Na hory Jana jela s Petrem. Jana went to the mountains with Petr.
2 Jakub letél s Maruskou k mofi. Jakub flew with Maruska to the sea.
3 Maruska nechce jet na hory s Jakubem. Maruska doesn’t want to go to the mountains with Jakub.
4 Do Prahy Anna se mnou neletéla. Anna didn’t fly to Prague with me.
5 Rudolfletél do Prahy aby tam potkal Janu. Rudolf went to Prague to meet Jana.
6 Nejela jsem s Janou na hory. | didn’t go to the mountains with Jana
7 Jakub nechce letét se mnou k mofi. Jakub doesn’t want to fly with me to the sea.
8 S Janou v Praze zil Jakub. Jakub lived with Jana in Prague.
9 Nejel jsem s nim do kina. | didn’t go to the cinema with him.
10 Anna potkala Petra v Praze. Anna met Petr in Prague.
11 Petr nechce abych zil s Janou v Praze. Petr doesn’t want me to live with Jana in Prague.

(1) Translate the following sentences into Czech. As the word order is free, several translations are
acceptable, for your convenience though you might use the standard ‘English-like’ word order.

Petr wants to fly with Jana.

Maruska lived in Prague with Filip.

I didn’t live with Jakub.

Jakub went with Anna to the cinema.
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(2) Translate the following sentences into English:

Neletéla jsem s Petrem k mofi.

Rudolf nechce abych letela do Prahy.
Anna chce aby Petr Zil v Praze s Janou.
Potkal jsem Janu.
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Note:
Czech language belongs to West Slavic family of Indo-European languages. It is spoken by over 10 million people.



