First Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2019) 5
Individual Contest Problems

Problem 4 (20 points). Tibetan

The Tibetic languages, consisting of a number of modern dialects such as Central Tibetan, Khams Tibetan
and Amdo Tibetan, are typically written in the Tibetan alphabet. The writing system of Tibetan is relatively
conservative, reflecting the phonology of the prestigious Classical Tibetan. The modern Tibetan dialects (New
Tibetan, NT) have undergone tremendous changes in their phonological systems compared with Classical
Tibetan (CT).

(1) The Wylie scheme is a method for transliterating the Tibetan script into Latin letters. Some examples
of the Wylie transliteration are illustrated in the following table.

Cn\} A 5ooagx X ogw % qéﬁ = 5 3

gi khra ta  ‘phur mo  shal de brjod nga na Ida

DR . AT T AN B A U A
sogs bsam kun g.yu thab rgyu bzlos skye dpyid spyod brag

Read the examples given above and transliterate the following Tibetan texts.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

AR= fu agaw A SRS qu]qm R

(2) The following table displays some examples of the typical sound changes that have occurred in the
development of the Tibetic languages from CT to NT.

CT > NT

Central: Lhasa ~ Khams: Dege Amdo: Bla-brang

1 A ‘hair’ > tsa tsa htea
2 ES ‘mountain’ > ri ri ro
3 \ [ )

AN rice > tse ndzge ndze
4 N3 ‘seven’ > ty den hdan
5

\%

N ‘six’ tshu tshu tsok
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g ‘son’
AR ‘glad’
65 syou b
ﬁﬁ ‘wear’
agﬂ ‘flower’
5% “head’
ﬁ ‘now’
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Nﬂ ‘letter’
~
A ‘year’
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Read the examples given above and write down the modern pronunciations of the following Tibetan words.

Note:

n

CT > NT
Central: Lhasa Khams: Dege Amdo: Bla-brang
1 52\]33 ‘cloud’ > *
2 A3 ‘dragon” > *
3 SRR ‘arrow’ >
4 ﬁﬁ ‘exist’ > *
5 4 Cfertilizer’ > *
6 g ‘nine’ >
7 Q) ‘knife’ >

The sign > denotes “changes into”.
The modern pronunciations are transcribed according to International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

The data are from the online database The Sino-Tibetan Etymological Dictionary and Thesaurus. URL:
http://stedt.berkeley.edu/~stedt-cgi/rootcanal.pl
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