First Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2019) 7
Individual Contest Problems

Problem 5 (20 points). Mongolian

You plan to travel in Inner Mongolia. When you read a map of Inner Mongolia, you saw a number of place
names in Mongolian and you would like to choose the place you want to go.

Now look at the following place names on the map:
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As you may be unfamiliar with Mongolian script, here is an example of the Mongolian word. The Latin
transliteration of Mongolian word % (No.0 in the map above) is “mongol”, which means Mongolia.

(1) Match each Mongolian name with its Latin transliteration. Fill in the blank by writing down the number
of the Mongolian place names listed above.

Hint:

As Mongolian scripts reflect Mongolian pronunciations long time ago, different letters in modern
Mongolian may be written in the exactly same form in Mongolian scripts.
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Mongolian Latin transliteration

example 0 mongol

a ordos

b bugutu

C xondelen

d jarud

e timed

f arun

g xaraqin

h Ujimugin

i naiman

j xoringer

k buiir

I dalat

m sonid

n x6lun

0 dorbed

p darxan

q xoolin
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(2) Write down the correct Latin transliterations for the following place names.

Hints:
a. Please use the following vowels: a, e, i, 0, u. Answers with vowels outside the list are incorrect.
b. The ending letters of the Latin transliterations of the following four words are different.

No. Mongolian Latin transliteration

\2

s | R | o

Note:
Mongolian belongs to the Mongolic language family. The number of speakers across all its dialects may be 5.2 million, including

the vast majority of the residents of Mongolia and many of the Mongolian residents of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.



