First Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2019) 10
Individual Contest Problems

Problem 6 (20 points). Skolt Sami

Below are ten Skolt Sami sentences and their translations:
Hint:

Definiteness need not be considered in this problem.

aa’lj poo’rdid ta'ncce The boys stepped on tables.
aa’lj porggap We kick a boy.

aa’rbid kau’nnem 806" ljivui'm | found treasures with the boys.
la’dd ¢66 Imid kaauni A bird found flakes.

133" dd smaa’ttid kau nne saa’ltin The birds find lizards with salt.
paa’rd pddrgam 66’ ljin | kick a table with a boy.
§4a’ld tanccap poo rdivui ' m We step on a floor with tables.
smi tt ¢aa’lm pargg A lizard kicks a flake.

sma’tt sad’lt kaunn A lizard finds salt.

smaa’tt ta’nccem | stepped on a lizard.

(1) Translate the following Skolt Sami sentences into English:
1. s&d’ltta’'nccem
2. 1a°dd aa’rb kaauni smaa’ttivui'm
3. sma’tt poo’rdid tancc
4. 00°ljid taancam

(2) Translate the following English sentences into Skolt Sami:
5. A bird kicks salt.
6. | found a table with a flake.
7. A lizard stepped on the birds.
8. Ifind a bird with a lizard.

(3) Here’s a Skolt Sami word in its dictionary form: norddad “to smash”, translate:
9. 1 smashed the floors.
10. The boys smash a lizard with a table.

(4) Please write down your observations about Skolt Sami language.

Note: Skolt Sami belongs to Sami branch of Uralic family. It is spoken by approx. 300 people in Finland.

Data Source:
1. Neahttadigisanit (Dictionary): http://saan.oahpa.no/ & https://people.uta.fi/~km56049/same/skolt/koltansaame.html
2. Feist, Timothy. (2010). A grammar of Skolt Saami. Manchester: The University of Manchester.
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