Second Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2020)
Individual Contest Solutions

Problem 3 (25 points). Kazakh occupations

()

14. His elder sister is not a worker.
15. My grandma is not a cook.
16. Your (pl) son is a herdsman.

(b)

17. balasi esepshi emes

18. qudashasi student

19. Baltabektyng sinlisi mugalim
20. inilerim injener

21. siz malshi emessiz

22. agalarim satushi

23. apkeng oqushi

Explanations:

1. Possessive affixes:
a. 1sg:-m (after a vowel) /-im (after a consonant)

b. 2 pl: -ng (after a vowel) / -ing (after a consonant)

c. 3sgand 3 pl: -si (after a vowel) / -i (after a consonant)
*Pronouns are often omitted in spoken Kazakh when the nouns have specific possessive affixes.

2. Pronouns: we =biz, you (pl) = siz
3. Predicate nouns: we = -piz, you (pl) = -siz, he/she/they = 0
*If there’s a negation, the suffix is added to the negation word (emes).
4. Harmonies: Affixes will change depending on the main vowels or ending consonants of the stem words.
a. Vowel harmony: Plural: -lar (after front vowels - a), -ler (after central and back vowels - e or i)

b. Consonant harmony: Possession affix: -dyng (after voiced consonants - g), -tyng (after voiceless
consonants - t)





