Third Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2021) 2
Individual Contest Solutions

Problem 2 (30 points). Hungarian

(a) The difference is the mood of the second verb. In the first case, the verb is in indicative mood (it is only
a related fact - he related to someone, perhaps even to the gnome himself, that the gnome stole the
potato), while in the second the verb is in the hortative-imperative mood (it is implied that he
expressed the desire to the gnome to steal the potato - by instructing / ordering / requesting him). An
approximate English translation of the two would be:

13. He told the gnome that he stole the potato.
14. He told the gnome to steal the potato. (He told the gnome that he steal the potato.)
(b)
15. The boys brought the jug from the house.
16. He put the potato into the carriage.
17. The boy wrote to the gnomes to wash the pig. OR The boy wrote to the gnomes that they must wash the pig.
18. The pig didn’t say that you wrote to the boy not to steal the potato from the ash. OR ...that he mustn’t steal...
()
19. A fitk nem akartak, hogy a manék hozz4k a kocsit.
20. Haldszsza* ki a hamut a kors6kbdl!
21. Ne 4ssatok be a disznét a hamuba.
22. Mondtétok, hogy kihoztdk a krumplit a folyébél.
23. Nem irtad, hogy a fitik a disznénak mondték, hogy a mané ne hozza a hamut.

*While szsz is the form that should be inferred from the problem, in the actual Hungarian orthography, for
simplicity, the cluster szsz is reduced and spelled as ssz.

. Word order.
SV O Croc (simple sentences) OR [S O Croc V] [hogy SV O Croc] (phrases)

II. Noun phrase.

@ = subject
-t = direct object
a =the Root | -k- =plural | -nak = indirect object

-ba = into
-bdl = from
[1I. Verb phrase.
] , be- = into
o Affirmative )
Indicative ki- = from -t- -a =3sg
Negative | nem -ak = 3pl
- , Root
Affirmative -j- -ad=2sg | be=into
Hortative- :
Negative i -atok =2 i=
Imperative g ne j>X/X_ | -atok=2pl | ki=from
X = sibilant

=> Sibilants refer to the coronal fricatives (/s/, /z/, /[/, /3/)



