Fourth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2022) 3
Problems

Problem 2 (25 points). Here are some sentences in Solresol written in the original musical
notation and their English translations:
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The very good brothers cry because the white dog(m) left.

i
K i T  —  — — —
Y= i [ —— I E—— - v | o & v [ & | [ |
7 b S S I S—— — g S S— ——
b [ | I— = | -
2. = - o L4

The worst sister mounted our horse(M).
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My horse(M) does not see the small cows.
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Your(sG) mother would be happy if the old mare lives.
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A dog(F) will leave if the black bulls come.
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Our dogs(¥) die if their mothers would not love them.
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Old people will close the very small museum.
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The oldest cows did not leave because they are happy.

(continued on next page)



Fourth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2022) 4
Problems

(a) Translate into English:
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12. he
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15. b. FEat!

14. %: a. cousin(M)
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16. - c. to eat

17. d. forgetful
18. e. king
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19. ¢ ¢ - f. pig(Mm)
20. B g.  queen
21. h. (he) had remembered

(b) Make the correct correspondences.

(c) Write in Solresol:

22. A happy cousin(F) had eaten a cow.
23.  Kings would die if their young pigs(F) got blind.
24. My biggest dog(F) does not remember if a bull lives.

25.  Your(pL) grandfather was sad because the youngest son opened a very small museum.

A Solresol is a constructed language devised by Francois Sudre in the 1820s. It was originally
called Langue universelle and later Langue musicale universelle.
A mare is a female horse.
M = masculine; F = feminine; SG = singular; PL = plural.
—Vlad A. Neacsu



