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Problem 3 (25 points). Here are some words written in Arabic and transcribed in different
Arabic dialects in the Arabizi system, together with their English translation:

Arabic script N. Levantine Sudanese Tunisian Moroccan Translation
صغير 93’eer 93’ir small
ضباب 9’abaab 9’abaab 9’bab fog
جناح ganaa7 jnaa7 wing
ريشة reeche reecha richa feather
خاف 7’aaf 7’aaf 7’aaf 7’af to fear
شم cham $am cham to smell
ثلاثة talaate talaata thlaatha tlata three
قديم 2adeem gadeem 8deem 8dim old
قليل 2aleel galeel 8lil few
قمر 2amar gamar 8mr moon
قتل 2atal 8tal to kill
بصق ba9a2 basag b9a8 b98 to spit
هذا hatha hda this
قريب gareeb gareeb 8reeb 8rib near
غابة 3’aaba forest

أبو aboo bou bou father
خيط 7’aya6 7’y6 to sew
إذا iza eetha (1) if

دودة (2) (3) worm
جبل jabal (4) (5) mountain
نفخ nafa7’ (6) to blow

طريق (7) (8) road
ضرب (9) dhrab (10) to hit
ريح ree7 (11) (12) wind

قصير (13) (14) short
ثقيل (15) (16) (17) heavy
عاش (18) (19) (20) to live

(a) Fill in the blanks.

!△ The Arabic chat alphabet (Arabizi) is an informal Romanization method commonly used
on social media for various colloquial varieties of Arabic. Arabic is a Semitic language spoken
by approx. 520 million speakers, with various varieties such as Northern Levantine (spoken in
Syria and Lebanon), Sudanese (Sudan), Tunisian (Tunisia), and Moroccan (Morocco).
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