Fourth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2022) )
Problems

Problem 3 (25 points). Here are some words written in Arabic and transcribed in different
Arabic dialects in the Arabizi system, together with their English translation:

| Arabic script | N. Levantine | Sudanese | Tunisian | Moroccan | Translation |

H2n 93’eer 93’ir small
J LLD 9’abaab 9’bab fog
P LIJ jnaa7 wing
CLuLIJ reeche reecha richa feather
wala T’aaf T’aaf T’aaf 7’af to fear
P.u.l cham $am cham - to smell
dili talaate talaata | thlaatha tlata three
fo ¥} Ad 2adeem gadeem 8deem 8dim old
'J.LLG 2aleel galeel 8lil few
J.Dfl 2amar gamar 8mr moon
Jid 2atal to kill
(g.DJ ba9a2 to spit
[A® this
LJ.IJ.CI near
dJ Le forest
g.li father
b_ll to sew
15l if
02 ga worm,
d.!; mountain
a.ﬂ.l to blow
(g.l_jb road
JpA to hit
M) wind
HNa short
d..LCLI heavy
UJJ Lc to live

(a) Fill in the blanks.

A\ The Arabic chat alphabet (Arabizi) is an informal Romanization method commonly used
on social media for various colloquial varieties of Arabic. Arabic is a Semitic language spoken
by approx. 520 million speakers, with various varieties such as Northern Levantine (spoken in
Syria and Lebanon), Sudanese (Sudan), Tunisian (Tunisia), and Moroccan (Morocco).
—Tung-Le Pan



