Fourth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2022)
Solutions

Problem 2.

1. Music notation:

7 notes different lengths
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2. Word order: SVO; Det - N - A
3. Noun (N) declension:
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It affects the last note of Det (if present); else the last note of N.

4. Adjective (A):

very A N = N F-B A; the most AN =N A F-B; A = to be A

5. Verbs:
Tense marked before the verb (C-C = past, E-E = future etc.). Present is unmarked.

Negation (C) marked before the tense marker.

6. Lexicon:
Antonyms of adjectives and verbs are formed by reversing the order of the notes.
All human nouns (kinship) start with (D-B); all animals start with F-D.
(a)
11.  Their father will cry.
12.  The very happy grandfathers get off the horses(m).
13.  Mares are happy because the daughter did not hate them.

(b) 14-a, 15-g, 16-b, 17-f, 18-d, 19-h, 20-e, 21-c
(c)
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