Fourth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2022)
Solutions

Problem 3.

1. Regional variations in certain glyphs due to pronunciation differences:
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| Arabic script | N. Levantine | Sudanese | Tunisian | Moroccan |
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. Regional variation in certain glyphs due to colonial language:

Arabic script

English-influenced

French-influenced

(Sudanese) (Levantine, Tunisian, Moroccan)
Ul $ ch
g 00 ou
I a a, é (Levantine)

. Vowel shifts:

a) Levantine: a > e /  #
c) Moroccan: a > @ / C;aa > aj;ee > i

b) Tunisian: a > @ / CV

. The apostrophes after numbers indicate an i’jam (a dot) that separates a glyph from

another: ¢ (3) — ¢ (3"); b (6) -1 (6");2(7) —2 (7); d (9) — A (9)

| Arabic script | N. Levantine | Sudanese | Tunisian | Moroccan | Translation |
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if
worm
mountain
to blow

road

to hit
wind
short

heavy

to live




