Fifth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2023) 3
Problems

Problem 2 (25 points). Below is given an inscribed lead tablet discovered in 1994 in Alicante,
Spain. It shows a text in the Iberian language, written in the Levantine system:
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Below are given, in random order, the Latin transcriptions of 13 of the words that appear on the
tablet. One of the words contains a mistake!

arbais, aurelen, bantasdkalir, bantubailkunrhi, bel$taukui, befenultite$, iumabele$, kitei, kutefnanisil,
$ebifin, sonai, taubasteta$, toro$

(continued on next page)
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Write the correct transcription of the word containing the mistake in Latin script.
Here are 4 more words which appear on the tablet. The transcription is incomplete. The gaps
are marked by ..., which may mark one or more letters.

d. ...uki...fe e. keke...r...ban f. ..n.le.s g n..i

Write the full transcription of these words.

The number 31 appears somewhere on the tablet. Below are given some more numerals in the
same notation system:

a. /Il b. . W

Write them using Arabic numerals.

Write the Latin transcription of the remaining words, in the order in which they appear on the
tablet.

A\ Tberian is an extinct unclassified language which used to be spoken in the regions of present-day
Spain and France around the 1st c. AD.
f, §, and h are consonants similar to r, s, and m, respectively.

—Vlad A. Neacsu

Problem 3 (25 points). Reading a book about Yao people and the Yao language, you stumble
across a chapter explaining the different meanings of kinship terms with other kinship terms:

Kinshp term Description

atati jua amao
amao jua atati
atatijua atati
amao jua amao

ambuje

acimweni jua atati

atati mwanache wandu jua akwelume jua amao
mwanache wandu jua atati wakongwe jua amao
cemwali jua atati

atati wakongwe | mwanache wakongwe jua akwelume jua amao
mwanache wakongwe jua atati wakongwe jua amao

cemwali jua amao

amao mwanache wakongwe jua atati wakongwe jua atati
mwanache wakongwe jua akwelume jua atati
acimweni jua amao

akwelume mwanache wandu jua atati wakongwe jua atati

mwanache wandu jua akwelume jua atati
mwanache wandu jua amao

acimweni N . ,
mwanache wandu jua atati
. mwanache wakongwe jua atati
cemwali ] .
mwanache wakongwe jua amao
L mwanache jua atati wakongwe
asiwani :
mwanache jua akwelume
mwanache jua mwanache wandu jua akwelume
mwanache

mwanache jua mwanache wandu jua acimweni
yisikulu mwanache jua mwanache




