Fifth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2023)

Problems

Problem 3 (25 points).

across a chapter explaining the different meanings of kinship terms with other kinship terms:

Kinshp term

Description

ambuje

atati jua amao
amao jua atati
atati jua atati
amao jua amao

atati

acimweni jua atati
mwanache wandu jua akwelume jua amao
mwanache wandu jua atati wakongwe jua amao

atati wakongwe

cemwali jua atati
mwanache wakongwe jua akwelume jua amao
mwanache Wwakongwe jua atati wakongwe jua amao

amao

cemwali jua amao
mwanache wakongwe jua atati wakongwe jua atati
mwanache wakongwe jua akwelume jua atati

akwelume

acimweni jua amao
mwanache wandu jua atati wakongwe jua atati
mwanache wandu jua akwelume jua atati

acimweni

mwanache wandu jua amao
mwanache wandu jua atati

cemwali

mwanache wakongwe jua atati
mwanache wakongwe jua amao

asiwani

mwanache jua atati wakongwe
mwanache jua akwelume

mwanache

mwanache jua mwanache wandu jua akwelume
mwanache jua mwanache wandu jua acimweni

yisikulu

mwanache jua mwanache

Reading a book about Yao people and the Yao language, you stumble

At the same time, you find a diagram showing a section of the family tree of a girl named Yohanna
(shaded circle in the figure below). The name under each person represents the kinship term she uses
to refer to them. Some words are missing:

ambuje €))

amao akwelume (4)
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cemwali asiwani asiani asiwani asiwani cemwali
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(continued on next page)
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(a) Fill in the blanks (1—11).

(b) Now that you understand how the Yao kinship works, you're trying to test your knowledge as-
signing the proper kinship terms in the following kinship tree:

| | |

(12) (13)
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Fill in the blanks (12—30).

(1) No additional explanation besides the answers is required, nor will be marked.

A Yao belongs to the Bantu branch of the Atlantic-Congo language family. It is spoken by approx. 3.1
million people in Malawi, Mozambique, and Tanzania.
W is a consonant.

= female =male ———==marriage |=son/daughter ’ \ = siblings
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