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Problem 3.

1. This kinship system is highly focused on the idea of cross-cousins (CC, i.e., mother’s brother’s
child or father’s sister’s child).

2. X jua Y = Y's X
3. Base words:

mwanache = child
– mwanache ŵandu = son
– mwanache ŵakongwe = daughter

atati = father
amao = mother

acimweni = brother
cemwali = sister
ambuje = grandparent
yisikulu = grandchild

4. One parent’s same-sex sibling is equivalent to the other parent’s opposite-sex cross-cousin and
vice versa.

same-sex S opposite-sex CC opposite-sex S same-sex CC
myfemale... cemwali asiwani acimweni asiwani
my mother’s... amao atati akwelume atati ŵakongwe
my father’s... atati amao atati ŵakongwe akwelume

5. The meaning of brother, sister, and cross-cousin are strictly derived from those above (i.e., mymom’s
or dad’s daughter is my sister and my mom’s or dad’s son is my brother).

son daughter
my atati’s acimweni cemwalimy amao’s
my akwelume’s asiwanimy atati ŵakongwe’s

6. Finally, my child is also my opposite-sex CC’s child.
(a)

(1) — ambuje
(2) — amao
(3) — atati ŵakongwe
(4) — atati

(5) — cemwali
(6) — acimweni
(7) — acimweni
(8) — acimweni

(9) — mwanache (ŵandu)
(10) — mwanache (ŵakongwe)
(11) — mwanache (ŵandu)

(b)

(12) — ambuje
(13) — ambuje
(14) — akwelume
(15) — amao
(16) — atati ŵakongwe

(17) — atati
(18) — akwelume
(19) — amao
(20) — asiwani
(21) — asiwani

(22) — acimweni
(23) — cemwali
(24) — asiwani
(25) — asiwani
(26) — acimweni

(27) — asiwani
(28) — asiwani
(29) — acimweni
(30) — cemwali


