Fifth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2023)
Solutions

Problem 4.

1. Word order:
e Non-interrogative:
— Affirmative: S +V — Present: 0 is last
— Negative: V + S — Present perfect: 0 is first

S = Subject, 0 = Object, V. = Verb
e Interrogative: Question word + Aux + (8) + Verb root

2. Verb: [Tense]—[Root]—[X]—[Y] Aux: [Tense]—[X]—[Y]—pat

e Tense: @ = Present; ha- = Present perfect (ha- > h-/_V)

e X: shows the person of the subject — 1 = -ni-, 3y = -u-, 3 = -gu-

e Y: shows the number of the subject — sg = @, pl = -s
3. Noun: [Det| [Noun|—|Case|—[Number|
e Det:

— Indefinite article: @
— Definite article: fa =y, afa =
— gub = this

e Case:
— -in = Subject (-in > -din / V_);
— -op = Object (-op >-p /V_);

e Number: sg = @, pl = -iz

e Feminine noun is formed from the masculine by removing the last consonant.

(a) (b)
15.  Whaty, ; has come? 18.  Afavakvedin smingu nisa.
16.  She hasn’t loved us. 19. Hapanibu gub midebin.
17.  We have seen some catsy. 20. Hielogus imnidiniz kop.

21. Fa pelikop afa midediniz havetigus.

(c)

22. Tak huspat asa aveti? (theyy) 23.  Tak upat binap? (whaty), )
Tak haguspat asa aveti? (theyr) Tak gupat binap? (what) ;)
Tak uspat binap? (what ) ;)
Tak guspat binap? (what ) )

(d) We do not know the final consonant for teachery,.



