Sizth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2024) 2
Problems

Problem 1 (25 points). Here are some pairs of Tiene verbs along with a possible English
translations. The two forms are referred to as “basic” verbs and “extended” verbs:

Basic Extended Basic Extended
bela  speak bele speak for kota fie Kote uniie
bela  speak bese make speak pina  be black pise blacken

become become 1
bika bileke stick into the pull out of

cured cgre(if orh suma ground suneme ., ground
bota  give birth | bote }glve irt toma send tosebe  make send

or ,
duma run fast duneme run fast for yoka  hear yoleke  listen
kena  dance kene dance for yoma becomedry | yosebe dry out
(a) Translate into Tiene:
1. become dry for 2. be black for 3. makestickintothe 4. make tie

ground

Below are some more pairs of Tiene verbs with their possible English translations:

Basic Extended Basic Extended
fasa drive fasaka be driven logo  load lonono  be loaded
through through mata goaway | masa  drive away
kaba divide kalaba  be divided
, , naka  tear nasaka make tear
kama twist kanama  be twisted , ,
sono  write sonond  be written
kol b tired | kol become
alo ecome tire olo tired for yala  spreadout | yala roll up
kolo  become tired | kosa tire out yata  split yataka  be split
kona plant konene  beplanted yoba  bathe yolobo  bathe for
loga load lonogo load for yDbO bathe yDSObO make bathe

(b) Given that kasa is an extended form of the verb fight, and tineme is an extended form
of the verb dig, give three distinct possibilities for what each of the two extended forms
could mean.

(¢) Knowing that boleke means be broken and soleke means take out, translate into Tiene:
5. betorn 7. deliver (a baby) 9. make twist 11. send to/for

6. break 8. dig 10. make put in 12. write for

One of the verbs has two possible translations. Give them both.

A\ Tiene is a Bantu language spoken by 24,000 people in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Words in Tiene distinguish length and tone, but this is not relevant to the problem
and has not been marked.
y = ng in king; n = ny in canyon; € and 9 are vowels similar to e and o respectively, but
pronounced more open (closer to a).
—Simi Hellsten



