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Problem 1 (25 points). Here are some pairs of Tiene verbs along with a possible English
translations. The two forms are referred to as “basic” verbs and “extended” verbs:

Basic Extended
bela speak belɛ speak for
bela speak besɛ make speak
bika become

cured bilekɛ become
cured for

bota give birth botɛ give birth
for

duma run fast dunemɛ run fast for
kena dance kenɛ dance for

Basic Extended
kota tie kotɛ untie
pina be black pisɛ blacken
suma stick into the

ground sunemɛ pull out of
the ground

toma send tosebɛ make send
yoka hear yolekɛ listen
yoma become dry yosebɛ dry out

(a) Translate into Tiene:
1. become dry for 2. be black for 3. make stick into the

ground
4. make tie

Below are some more pairs of Tiene verbs with their possible English translations:
Basic Extended

fasa drive
through fasaka be driven

through
kaba divide kalaba be divided
kama twist kanama be twisted
kɔlɔ become tired kɔlɔ become

tired for
kɔlɔ become tired kɔsɔ tire out
kona plant koneŋɛ be planted
lɔŋɔ load lɔnɔŋɔ load for

Basic Extended
lɔŋɔ load lɔnɔŋɔ be loaded
mata go away masa drive away
ɲaka tear ɲasaka make tear
sɔnɔ write sɔnɔŋɔ be written
yala spread out yala roll up
yata split yataka be split
yɔbɔ bathe yɔlɔbɔ bathe for
yɔbɔ bathe yɔsɔbɔ make bathe

(b) Given that kasa is an extended form of the verb fight, and tinemɛ is an extended form
of the verb dig, give three distinct possibilities for what each of the two extended forms
could mean.

(c) Knowing that bolekɛ means be broken and solekɛ means take out, translate into Tiene:
5. be torn
6. break

7. deliver (a baby)
8. dig

9. make twist
10. make put in

11. send to/for
12. write for

One of the verbs has two possible translations. Give them both.

!△ Tiene is a Bantu language spoken by 24,000 people in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Words in Tiene distinguish length and tone, but this is not relevant to the problem
and has not been marked.

ŋ = ng in king; ɲ = ny in canyon; ɛ and ɔ are vowels similar to e and o respectively, but
pronounced more open (closer to a).

—Simi Hellsten


