Sizth Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2024)

Problems

Problem 3 (25 points).
English translations in random order:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(a) Determine the correct correspondences.

lingit’aani
daaka.hit

ddanaa s’aati
daanaa yéilaa
Gagaan Hit

gagaan wakddana
gagaan x'us.eeti

hit s’aati

héen x’aka

kaa s’aati

kaa x’us.eeti
Lk’aydak’w X’us.eeti
Lk’aydak’w.x’ahéeni
Taakw.aani

hit kax’ax’u

e

xa
x'0x’ daakdx’ax’u
Yéil Hit

yéil.eeti kaa

yéilaa
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Here are some words and word combinations in Tlingit and their

around the outside of a house
(a) person’s footprint
roofing material

rich person

descendants of Raven
sunglasses

sunlight

clan leader

Raven House

Milky Way

Sun House

Winter Village

(the) world

envelope

Lk’aydak'w’s saliva

on the mouth of the water
Halloween mask
counterfeit money

(a) person’s boss

mouth

(b) What is the literal translation of Lk’aydak’w X’us.eeti?
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(¢) Translate literally into English:

21. wax’ahéeni (tears)
22. kaa x’a.eeti (leftover food)

23. taakw.eeti (spring (season))
(d) Translate into Tlingit:

24. mayor
25. On The Water House

A Tlingit belongs to the Na-Dene language family. It is spoken by approx. 500 people of
the “Tlingit Aani” district, which constitutes the majority of Southwestern Alaska and Western
Canada. g, k, k', §’, t’, X', x, X', and . are consonants; 4, é, 4, and i are vowels. Vowel doubling
denotes length.

Raven House, Sun House, and On The Water House are names of Tlingit clans. Winter Village is a
place name. In Tlingit mythology, Raven was the creator god, described as a person able to
assume the form of a raven and known for being a cunning trickster. Lk’aydak'w was a Tlingit
hero, who chased Dry-Cloud, a mythical being, for months until they both fled up into the
skies and could no longer return. Roofing materials in traditional Tlingit houses are made of a

form of paper.
—Pratyush Vempati

(!) No additional explanation besides the answers is required, nor will be marked.
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