Seventh Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2025)
Problems

Problem 2 (25 points). Here are some verb forms in Nuxalk and their English translations:

mulmap  youy dive Tipwtit  they hide them
cpanu yousg wipe cptiap they wipe youy,
Tayatc Iwalk Tainapic Iknow him
kxac Isee slqtudx  youy, find us
fainapcx  yous, know me kxis he sees him
fipwtudnu  we hide yous, mustix  youg, feel them
musit we feel him slqct they find me

(a) Match the following Nuxalk verb forms to their English translations:

1. 7Tawlatup A.
2.  musatums B.
3. ckttut C.
4. 7Tayattumuip D.
5. Aaptumuinu E.

we make him come
youy, make us walk
youy, make him follow
we make yousq go

he makes me feel

(b) The verb form ?awlsap contains an error. Briefly explain why and translate the corrected

verb form into English.

(c) Translate into English:

6. Aaptumx 7. slqgatumutap 8.

(d) Translate into Nuxalk:

10. youy hide 12. Ifollow them
11. I'makeyous, hide 13. yousy know him

cpip 9. kxtis

14. they feel him
15. they make me dive

A Nuxalk is an endangered language of the Salish family spoken in the Bella Coola region

of Canada.
?, 4, and A are consonants.

—Faraz Ahmed



