Seventh Hong Kong Linguistics Olympiad (2025) )
Problems

Problem 4 (25 points). Here are some Classical Tibetan verb forms and all of their possible
English translations:

S0s feed! dkrol will play

byon travelled, will travel, travel! phud  pulled off, pull off!
bza will eat khol  use as a servantl, spin!
dbrad  will scratch gtad  will lean on

milan listened, will listen bkru  will bathe

phral  separated bsad  killed

bkal  spun, will spin
(a) Translate into English:

1. bkrol 3. zos 5. gso 7. phrol
2. btad 4. dpud 6. fion

All forms only have one possible translation.

(b) Translate into Classical Tibetan:

8. used asaservant  10. will separate 12. bathe! 14. scratch!
9. bathed 11. will kil 13. lean on!

A\ Classical Tibetan, also known as Written Tibetan, is a Sino-Tibetan language of the Bodic
branch. Since the 12%century, it has been the main literary language of Tibet and associated
regions. Traditionally, Tibetan is written in the Tibetan script, but in this problem it has been
transliterated into Latin script.
i ~ ny in canyon; an h after a consonant indicates aspiration.
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Good luck!



