
Problem #4: Telling Time in Swahili (15 marks) 

Solution: 

 
The Swahili day begins with sunrise at 6AM. The day is broken into two time slots: 6 AM – 6 PM 
(morning, or “asubuhi”) and 6 PM – 6 AM (night, or “usiku”). Thus, 7 AM is literally “hour 1 morning”, 
8 AM is “hour 2 morning”, and so forth. The week begins on Saturday; Saturday is literally the first day 
or day-1, Sunday the second day or day-2, and so on. Thus,  
 

Saturday = jumamosi; Sunday = jumapili; Monday = jumatatu;  
Tuesday = jumanne; Wednesday = jumatano;  
Thursday (alhamisi) and Friday (ijumaa) are named differently 

The Swahili names for the first seven numbers are (in parenthesis are the forms when they combine 

with the word juma): moja (mosi) = 1; mbili (pili) = 2; tatu = 3; nne = 4; tano = 5; sita = 6; saba = 7 

The day-time pairs are named in Swahili as follows: the first word is the day; na and saa are kind of 
conjunctions/particles. Robu and Nusu are ¼ (quarter after) and ½ (half past) respectively. 
 

Assignment 1:         

Sunday, 1:00 am  jumamosi, saa saba usiku 
Sunday, 7:30 am  jumapili, saa moja na nusu asubuhi 
Sunday, 9:15 am  jumapili, saa tatu na robu asubuhi 
Tuesday, 12:15 pm  jumanne, saa sita na robu asubuhi 
Tuesday, 11:30 pm  jumanne, saa tano na nusu usiku 
Saturday, 10:30 am  jumamosi, saa nne na nusu asubuhi 
Saturday, 7:00 pm jumamosi, saa moja usiku 
Saturday, 8:15 pm  jumamosi, saa mbili na robu usiku 
 

Assignment 2: 

jumatano, saa moja na robu asubuhi   Wednesday, 7:15 am 
jumapili, saa nne na nusu asubuhi   Sunday, 10:30 am 
 

Assignment 3: 
Monday, 12:15 am   jumapili, saa sita na robu usiku 
Monday, 10:00 pm  jumatatu, saa nne usiku 
 


