
Problem #2: Valman (15 marks) 

The English conjunction and is translated into the Valman language differently depending on the 

words it connects. Consider some English phrases, and the corresponding forms of the conjunction 

and which will appear in the Valman translations of these phrases: 

 

me and you     mcha 

me and my brother    man 

you and the chieftain    nan 

you and your neighbours   nay 

the neighbour and I    npa 

the chieftain and his wife   na 

the neighbour’s mother and I   wpa 

my wife and the guests    way 

your sisters and you    ycha 

my brothers and the chieftain’s mother  ya 

 

Assignment: 

Predict the form of the conjunction and in Valman translations of the following English phrases? 

Explain your solution. 

the chieftain and you, the guest and the hosts, your neighbours and I, you and the guests’ wives, 

my brother and the chieftain, me and the chieftains, grandmother and my wife 

- P. Arkadiev 

 

Valman or Walman is a 

language of the Torricelli 

language family spoken by 

less than 2000 people in 

Papua New Guinea.  

y and ch are vowels. 


