Problem 6: Epic Greek Poetry (20 marks)

The Ancient Greeks were well-known for their love of mathematics, sciences, the arts and, of course,
poetry. The great epics, the “lliad” and the “Odyssey” were composed by Homer around 3000 years
ago.

As with most Greek Poetry, Homer’s poems followed a rhythmic meter, so that each line contained
syllables in a well-defined pattern. Homer’s epics, in particular, followed the Dactylic Hexameter,
where each line of the poem contains 6 metrical ‘feet’. The first 5 feet’ are identical, but the 6™ foot’
is shorter than the rest.

For this problem, the translations of the words are not important. Tone is also not important. This
problem requires you to analyze rhythmic meters and find a general pattern in the arrangement of
syllables.

Each of the following verses has been adapted from Homer’s “Odyssey” and follows the Dactylic
Hexameter:

dndra moi énnepe, Moiisa, po liitropon, hés mala pélla
pldngthe, e pei Troli nés hiler 6n ptoli éthron e pérse;
péllone d'dnthrope pén iden dstela kai nolon égno,

poblla d'ho g'én nopon té pathen dlgela hén kata thiimon
drnumen 6s luthen té hipsuch én makai néston he tairon.
all' maloud' hés heta rods kaper risato, iemen 6s per;
alitomon gdr spheter ésin a tdsthali eisin o lénto,
népiloi, hoi kata bolis hipe ionos éeli oio

ésthilon; aiitar ho toisin a pheileto néstimon émar.

tén hamo thénge, the d, thuga tér Dios, eipe kai hémin.
Zénos en T mega roisin Olympia hathrokoi ésan.

Laérten he réa, ton oiiketi phdsi po linde

Péllamas Athena ie, ku ré Dikos, 6phra min aiiton

6uth’a Hérakel i okut’ Edrytoi Oichali éi,

dichet’, Odysse 6s mera gdthymou phaidimon hyion

To help you understand the syllable-structure of Homer’s Epics, here are ten more verses in Ancient
Greek. These verses could not have been part of the “Odyssey” because they do not follow the Dactylic
Hexameter.

labéntes de, dn dé kai autof

amphoteré: Pelise men en eurychoroi laolkoi

autar ho gymnothe rhakeon polymetis Odysseus,
Héliyos d'anéro use, li pén peri kalléla limnén,
dipsd d’é mios héta rdisin pot rynas é kélsa

kéklyte nyn, Ithakeésioi, hotti:

lygron, hon ek Trélies épéteildto Pallds Athéne.
Zelis pater alloi mdkares theof aién edntes,

égreo, Pénelopéia, philon ku tekés, ophra min idéai
hés éphamen, ho épeita Péseidoni dnakti



Assignment:

Here are five more verses in Ancient Greek. Which of these verses could have been part of Homer’s
Epics? In other words, which verses follow the Dactylic Hexameter?

If a verse follows the Dactylic Hexameter, mark “Y” next to the corresponding verse number in your
Answer Booklet. Otherwise, mark “N”.

a) dngelién periphré Pénelopéia,

b) Télemach’, oliketi kdla domén apo ték’ alalésai,

c) hés ephath’ Hérmei pot, dll’ ophra Aigisthoi hdthrokoi hémin
d) tén d’emeibet’ epeita Gerénibs hippéta Néstor:

e) olite pét’ ein agora dich’ ébazomén olit’ eni bolile,

Be sure to describe the structure of the Dactylic Hexameter in Homer’s Epics in your explanation.

1. A syllable is a unit of pronunciation uttered without interruption, loosely, a single sound. All
words are made from at least one syllable. 2. A ‘foot’ is an arbitrary unit in poetry consisting of a

definite pattern of syllables. 3. 3, &, i, 6, 0 and ¥ are specific vowels in Ancient Greek. h’, t’,d",
g' and 1" are specific consonants in Ancient Greek.

- Sesh Sadasivam



