
Problem 3: Luganda 
Solution: 

• Luganda makes use of “genders” / noun classes  

• The noun class that a word belongs to is marked with a prefix.  

• The four noun classes are: 

o n-  animal     

o ka-  small objects (diminutive)  

o mu-  long objects    

o ma-  liquids     

• Loanwords are present. (Some words are borrowed from English, but in 

phonetically modified form.)  

• Loanwords do not take the prefix of noun classes  

• The words ‘tree’ and ‘pole’ are both represented by ‘muti’ possibly because they are 

similar in utility for the native speakers. Similarly, ‘water’ and ‘urine’ are both 

represented by ‘mazzi’ and are disambiguated based on context.  

 

Assignment 1: Correspondence 

Luganda English Luganda English 

kantu dwarf nbwa dog 

muti tree/pole bulangiti blanket 

kagga stream mugga river 

nbogo buffalo bayibuli The Bible 

bulawuzi blouse kabwa puppy 

kawuzi thread muti tree/pole 

 

Assignment 2: Correspondence 

Luganda English Luganda English 

mazzi urine/water mazzi urine/water 

nkoko hen kakoko chick 

npisi hyena kalifoomu chloroform 

 


