
1. Imya Imyevna Rossiyov  

Problem designed by Saujas Vaduguru 

 

You are studying a Russian language and culture course in college, and as part of an 

assignment, you have to figure out how the Russian family naming system works. You are 

given the scheme of a family tree, and the statements by people where they name some 

people to whom they are related. These relatives may be their parent, child, or sibling. The 

statements include names of some people who do not fit in the given scheme for the family 

tree. In the figure, an arrow goes from a parent to a child. Rounded nodes are for female 

names and rectangular ones are for male names. 
 

 

The following statements 

(naming relatives) are from 

members represented in the 

family tree — A through L. But, 

the statements themselves may 

contain names of people who are 

not represented in the family 

tree, i.e., the statements may 

name people who are not one of 

A-L. 

 
Note that (1) Vladimir is male, 

and Yekaterina is female. (2) 

There are two different Olgas in 

the family tree. (3) The first 

names are followed by 

corresponding nicknames in 

brackets. 

 

 

 
Vladimir (Vova): Vanyechka, Andriy Vladimirovich Ivanov, Olga Vladimirovna Ivanova 

Viktor (Vitya): Alexandr Romanovich Smirnov, Natalya 

Valeriya (Lera): Anna Vladimirovna Ivanova, Sergey Pavelovich Popov 

Anna (Anya): Lyonyechka, Lerochka, Olga Vladimirovna Ivanova, Andriy Vladimirovich 
Ivanov 

Olga (Olya): Vityechka, Natashochka, Anna Vladimirovna Ivanova, Andriy 

Vladimirovich Ivanov, Vladimir Vladmirovich Ivanov 

Andriy: Vladimir, Olechka, Boryechka 

Leonid (Lyonya): Anna Vladimirovna Ivanova, Valeriya Sergeyevna Popova 

Nataliya (Natalya): Viktor Alexandrovich Smirnov 

Olga (Olya): Boris, Andriy Vladimirovich Ivanov 

Ivan (Vanya): Yelena, Yekaterina Andriyevna Mikhailova 

Boris (Borya): Andriy Vladimirovich Ivanov, Olga Andriyevna 

Ivanova, Alexandra Georgyevna Vasileva 

Yelena (Lena): Yekaterina Andriyevna Mikhailova, Vladimir Vladmirovich Ivanov 

 



 

 

Assignment 1 [Answer Booklet]: Fill in the full, three-part names of the family 

members A-L in the family tree. If there are multiple possible solutions, write only one. 

 

Assignment 2: Explain how the Russian naming system works. 

 

Assignment 3 [Answer Booklet]: There is a grammatical error in the title of the problem. 

What is it? 
 
 

Notes: Russian is an East Slavic language and an official language in Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan and many minor or unrecognized territories. It is the most geographically widespread language 

of Eurasia. It is also the largest native language in Europe, with 144 million native speakers in Russia, 

Ukraine and Belarus. 

 

 


