
Kunimaipa

Assignment 1:

(a) He stayed and then went.

(b) I will eat and stay (same time).

(c) You stayed and then he went.

Assignment 2:

(a) Nomapuho soma

(b) Nata seke

(c) Hemana napane

Assignment 3:

Word order: [Verb stem 1][Conjunction] [Verb stem 2]

A Kunimaipa verb stem consists of a root and a person/tense suffix.

Past tense Future tense

1st -oho -oma

2nd -eŋi -eke

3rd -aha -apane

The roots are s ‘go’, n ‘eat’, and he ‘stay’.

Kunimaipa is a so-called chaining language in which successive verbs are conjoined by

a morpheme which indicates the relationship between the two verbs in respect to person

of subject and relative timing of their performance. Three such conjunctions are found in

the data:

• -ata: same subject and simultaneous performance

• -puho: same subject and consecutive performance

• -na: different subject and consecutive performance

The person/tense suffix is normally present on both verbs of a chain. The exception to

this is when both verbs have the same subject and the performance of the action named

by them is simultaneous. In such a case, subject and tense are marked overtly only on

the second verb of the chain, and the presence of the conjunction -ata (same subject and

simultaneous action) eliminates ambiguity concerning the subject and timing of the first

verb which, in this context, occurs without its normal person/tense suffix.



A vowel is elided (dropped) following another vowel.

– Zarana Sarda


