Kubeo

Given below is a list of Kubeo' words with their translations, in no particular order. Note
that two Kubeo words given translate to ‘cave’ in English.

You are given the fact that jabe means ‘seed’ in Kubeo. You are also given some pictures
that illustrate what some of these words mean. Using this information, match the words
in the lists given below.

(a) déjjabe (b) déikt (c)xiajokli (d)tadjo (e)talbi (f) hokebi (g)Gejo (h)tekobe
(i) kirdkobe (j) kifdjab1 (k) kifdbo (I)jabi (m)xia

(1) river (2) house (3)cave (4)cave (5)rat's nose (6)heap of moriche fruit (7) fishtrap
(8) nostril (9) raft (10)iron nail (11) rock (12) metal can (13) moriche seed

Note: Moriche palm is a palm tree species that grows in and near swamps and other
wet areas in tropical South America.

A raft is a means of water transport which has traditionally been constructed of wood
or reeds tied together to stay afloat a water body.

Raft Rat Fishtrap

Assignment 1:

Here is a list of some of the units of meaning that make up these words. Guess what they
mean on their own.

(Mdé1 @)kii (3)jo (4)tat (5)bi (6)Te (7)hoke (8)kobe (9)kird

"Kubeo is a language from the Eastern Tukanoan family, spoken in the Northwest Amazon.



Assignment 2:

Here are the meanings of some additional words in Kubeo:

Kubeo English
toiwai  writing
bé thread
buffi tobacco
hioi healing
jukira salt
toa fire, light

Using these, translate the following Diaboa words to English:

(1) toiwaixtie (2) tatibe (3) hioijabi (4) jukirajabe (5) toabi

- Abhinav Menon and Mukund Choudhary

Note: Since PLO 2021 Round 1 was held as an online contest, this problem was presented
in an obfuscated form, with the real facts about the language modified/omitted.



