
(b) The man hasn’t written the letters.

(c) The turtlesF don’t catch the woman.

(d) The childrenM have loved the queens.

Assignment 3: (8 marks)

Explain how these sentences are structured in Epun.

– Vlad A. Neacşu (inspired by a problem created by Adina Dragomirescu)

Problem 5: Maldivian (18 marks)

Below are four lines of a poem written in the Maldivian10 language, using the Thaana

writing system. The Latin transcriptions in scrambled order are given on the right. 11

Some words are missing from the Latin transcriptions and have been replaced by

placeholders such as [1], [2], etc.

A.

އެކަމް ވަރަހް އަވަހަ އތޭި ގެލނޭެ

މީ މަގެ އެންމްމެ ރީތި ޅެން

މނޫު ބަލާ ލޯގަޑުން ކަލާގެ ސޫރަ

ތި މަގޭ އެންމެ ފަހްއު ލޯބި

i. ekam [1] avaha eythi geleyne

B.

އެކަމް ވަރަހް އަވަހަ އތޭި ގެލނޭެ

މީ މަގެ އެންމްމެ ރީތި ޅެން

މނޫު ބަލާ ލޯގަޑުން ކަލާގެ ސޫރަ

ތި މަގޭ އެންމެ ފަހްއު ލޯބި

ii. [2] mage [3] reethi lhen

C. އެކަމް ވަރަހް އަވަހަ އތޭި ގެލނޭެ

މީ މަގެ އެންމްމެ ރީތި ޅެން

މނޫު ބަލާ ލޯގަޑުން ކަލާގެ ސޫރަ

ތި މަގޭ އެންމެ ފަހްއު ލޯބި

iii. moonu balaa loagadun [4] soora

D.

އެކަމް ވަރަހް އަވަހަ އތޭި ގެލނޭެ

މީ މަގެ އެންމްމެ ރީތި ޅެން

މނޫު ބަލާ ލޯގަޑުން ކަލާގެ ސޫރަ

ތި މަގޭ އެންމެ ފަހްއު ލޯބި iv. thi [5] enme fahu loabi

Assignment 1: (4 marks)

Determine the correct correspondences between lines (A-D) written in Thaana and the

transcriptions (i-iv).

Assignment 2: (2 marks)

One of the words in Maldivian is written in an unexpected way. What is this word? Explain

your answer.

Assignment 3: (5 marks)

Fill in the blanks [1] to [5].

Assignment 4: (3 marks)

Write the following names of islands in Thaana:

10Maldivian (also known as Dhivehi) is an Indic language spoken by approximately 350,000 people in the

Maldives, and is the official language.
11lh and th are consonants.
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(a) finey

(b) baarah

(c) angaagau

Assignment 5: (4 marks)

Explain how the Thaana writing system works. You do not need to list the meaning of

every symbol.

– Vlad A. Neacşu

This is the end.
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