Problem 2: GaeilGo Doesn’t Go (20 marks)

Everybody and everything in Ireland warmly welcomes visitors. Well, almost everything, as
Aalok finds out when he decides to visit; it seems impossible to figure out the pronunciation
of Gaeilge? words from their spelling! Aalok turns to his trusty pronunciation app called
“GaeilGo” for help.

Given below are some Gaeilge words and their pronunciations. The pronunciations use
the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), but knowledge of IPA is not required to solve
this problem, except that the "'mark before a syllable means the syllable is stressed.

Jowulu, sometimes also referred to as Jo or Samogho, is a language of the Mande family spoken in Mali

and Burkina Faso by around 10,000 to 15,000 people.
2Gaeilge” is the Irish word for “Irish”, the native language of Ireland.
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Gaeilge word

scuab
scéimh
bliain
leaid
gocarsach
neachtar
geafail
meacan
tdbhacht
limfe
latrach
sintéisach
chéad
deaide

Pronunciation

/s¥kuab¥/
/feervi/
/bPion'/
/Pad/
/'g¥okar¥s¥ox/
/nlaxt¥ory/
/'yaf¥a:ll/
/'m'akon/
/'t¥arv¥oxty/
/P o/
/'T¥at¥r¥ox/
/fin'te:fox/
/¢exdY/
/'dad’a/

Assignment 1: (13 marks)

Gaeilge word

fluairit
nialas
toscaire
tacar
deoire
neodru
gleo
badchlos
bibe
treoluas
dobron
medintréimhse
feoil
frigiach

Pronunciation

/¥1Vua' it/
/'iol¥osY/
/'t¥as¥kar's/
/'t¥akorY/
/'dols/
/word¥r¥uy/
/Po:/
/'b¥a:d¥x1¥o:sY/
/'b'ibla/
/'trio:YuasY/
/d¥ob¥'r¥omnY/
/mam'tiervifo/
/Fo:l/
/'Priigiox/

Aalok’s phone is running out of battery—but perhaps he doesn’t need it anymore. How
should the following Gaeilge words be pronounced? In each word, the first syllable is

stressed, unless an underline indicates a different stressed syllable.

Gaeilge word

béarla
riachtanais
spiaire
débhliantuil
luachmhar
eolach
meaitsedil

Pronunciation

(a)
b)

(
(c
(d

(f

)
)
(e)
)
)

(g

Assignment 2: (7 marks)

Explain your solution.

Gaeilge word

moraireamh
ordoige
moltdiri
deoiseach
giarailte
buaibheach

Pronunciation

- Rujul Gandhi and Shardul Chiplunkar
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