
Assignment 1 (14 marks)

Your first task is to determine which ones belong together and then match each pair to its corre-

sponding English meaning (answer in index triples, arranged in the order Naijá-Tok Pisin-English,

e.g. if you think “101. miks” is a Naijá word that corresponds to “213. salat” that is a Tok Pisin word

and both mean “72. mess” in English, then your answer would be 101-213-72).

Hint: Both Naijá and Tok Pisin evolved from English contact in multilingual communities; they often resem-

ble distant cousins, sharing simple spellings, short compound words, and a love of expressive metaphors,

particularly those involving body parts. At the same time, each language has its own personality and its

own way of building meanings.

Assignment 2 (6 marks)

Translate the following:

(a) get (English→ Tok Pisin)

(b) chop knuckle (Naijá→ English)

(c) gras bilong ai (Tok Pisin→ English)

– Mukund Choudhary

Problem 2: Blagar (10 marks)

In the Blagar language, spoken by 10,000 people in Indonesia, many verbs of motion are used to

describe coming and going between different parts of Pura island. Here is a map of the island and a

location of 8 villages, with two of them labeled. The names of other villages on the island are Abira,

Dolap, Harilolong, Limarahing, Malaal, and Puravematang.

page 4 of 10 Panini Linguistics Olympiad 2026 – Round 1 (Junior) – Question Booklet



Here are the verbs used for coming and going between some of villages:

Going from

Limarahing to Melangvala ipa

Melangvala to Reta ipa

Harilolong to Limarahing ipa

Dolap to Puravematang mida

Melangvala to Limarahing mida

Puravemetang to Melangvala mida

Coming from

Abira to Limarahing da

Malaal to Dolap da

Reta to Dolap da

Malaal to Puravemetang ja

Malaal to Reta ja

Puravematang to Dolap ja

Assignment 1 (6 marks)

Write the names of villages 1–6.

Assignment 2 (2 marks)

For going from Abira to Reta, some people saymida and some say ipa. For those that say ipa, which

one of the two villages do they pass through on their way to Reta: Harilolong or Melangvala?

Observe the following verbs for coming and going between the villages on Pura and places on other

islands in Indonesia (Makassar and Maluku):

Going from

Melangvala to Makassar ipa

Maluku to Harilolong ipa

Makassar to Abira mida

Limarahing to Maluku mida

Coming from
Malaal to Maluku da

Reta to Makassar ja

Assignment 3 (2 marks)

What are the motion verbs for the following:

(a) Coming from Maluku to Dolap

(b) Coming from Makassar to Puravemetang

– Deeraj Pothapragada
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