Problem 4: Karuk

Here are some words in Karuk and their translations in English, in arbitrary order:

—_

© v 0o N o U kB W DN

NI N U i U |
N ooy ok~ WD

Assignment 1 (9 marks)

achiptik
ahtaknih
ahyup
axakinivkih
axakitrahyar
axaktikih
axha
axkunish
ikxaramkunish
ikxaram'achip
ip'af
ip'axkunish
kuyrakinivkih
pithvayupha
uh'af

yupipih
yupthukirar
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black

car

cougar

deer excrement
eight

eyebrow
middle finger
midnight

red

seven

red deer

ring finger

to bleed

to have a spot over each eye
tobacco tar
twenty

wildcat

Match between 1-17 and A-Q, knowing that ahpah means “steamship”.

Assignment 2 (3 marks)

Translate to Karuk: night, tobacco, wheel

Assignment 3 (3 marks)

Translate to English: thukinkunish, yup, ah

Assignment 4 (5 marks)

(20 marks)

Match between the following words in Karuk and the types of deer they describe among R-U:
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18. axaktak

19. itroopa'ahar | ) W g
20. kuyraktak N W | ; ’?“
21. pithvathip = ‘e -

Tobacco tar refers to specifically the sticky, resinous substance produced when tobacco is burned.
Wildcats are closely related to domestic cats and are known for their vertical yellow eyes. Panthers,
also known as cougars, are related cats known for their round green eyes.

An apostrophe represents the sound in the middle of uh-oh. The Karuk language has tone and vowel length distinctions,
which were not shown in this problem for simplicity.

Karuk or Ararahih’uripih is the traditional language of the Karuk people in the region surrounding the Klamath River, in
Northwestern California, USA. It is spoken by 12 native speakers, and is undergoing a revival.

- Animikha Dutta Dhar






