UKLO Round 2 March 2016

Get edumacated!

“Homeric infixation is a morphological construction that has recently gained currency
in Vernacular American English. People who are familiar with this construction
invariably credit the TV animation series, The Simpsons, particularly the speech of the
main character Homer Simpson, for popularizing this construction.”

(Yu, A. C. L. 2004. Reduplication in English Homeric infixation. NELS 34)

Many speakers of American English, particularly younger speakers, can insert the
syllable “ma” into a word to produce a humorous variant like “edumacation” or
“saxomaphone”. For many words, everyone agrees on how the “edumacated” variant
should be formed, but there’s some disagreement, too.

Below, three people give what they feel are the correct “edumacated” versions of
twelve words. We’ve underlined the stressed vowels of all the words; you should
likewise indicate stress with underlining in your answers.

Alan Barbara Chris
Alabama Alamabama Alamabama Alamabama
capital capimatal capimatal capimatal
captain capamatain captamatain uh... ‘'m not sure
congratulations congratumalations congratumalations congratumalations
hypothermia hypomathermia hypomathermia hypomathermia
oboe obamaboe oboemaboe ooomaboe
octagon octamagon octamagon octamagon
octet i dunno...
purple
tuba tubamaba
wonder wondamader wondermader wonnnmader?
wonderful wondermaful wondermaful wondermaful

Q.5.1 We’ve left out some of their responses. In the table on the answer sheet, fill in
the blanks with the appropriate words from the list below.

purpamaple octematet tubamaba tuuumaba
purplemaple ocamatet purrrmaple

Q.5.2 How would each respondent say the words listed? We’ve given you a few to
get started.

Q.5.3 What motivates Alan’s, Barbara’s, and Chris’s eventual answers and
uncertainties?



