The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2018

Round 2 Problem 1 Hark the Heraldry Angels Sing

Heraldry is the study of rank and heraldic arms, and there is a part which looks particularly at the
way that coats-of-arms and shields are put together. The language for describing arms is known as
blazon and derives many of its terms from French. The aim of blazon is to describe heraldic arms
unambiguously and as concisely as possible.

On the next page are some blazon descriptions that correspond to the shields (escutcheons) A-L.
However, the descriptions and the shields are not in the same order.

Quarterly 1 & 4 checky vert and argent 2 & 3 argent three gouttes gules two one

Azure a bend sinister argent in dexter chief four roundels sable

Per pale azure and gules on a chevron sable four roses argent a chief or

Per fess checky or and sable and azure overall a roundel counterchanged a bordure gules
Per chevron azure and vert overall a lozenge counterchanged in sinister chief a rose or
Quarterly azure and gules overall an escutcheon checky sable and argent

Vert on a fess sable three lozenges argent

Gules three annulets or one two impaling sable on a fess indented azure a rose argent
Argent a bend embattled between two lozenges sable

10. Per bend or and argent in sinister chief a cross crosslet sable

11. Gules a cross argent between four cross crosslets or on a chief sable three roses argent
12. Or three chevrons gules impaling or a cross gules on a bordure sable gouttes or
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On your answer sheet:

(a) Match up the escutcheons A-L with their blazon descriptions.
(b) Write the blazon descriptions of M and N.

(c) Draw the escutcheons described by the following blazons:

1. Quarterly azure and or overall five roses sable three one one a bordure vert.
2. Per chevron sable and argent in sinister chief an annulet or in dexter chief a roundel vert.

Your drawing isn’t a test of artistic skills, but of how well you understand blazons, so don’t worry
about graphic quality. Your diagrams should indicate the colours of the various parts, but you're
welcome to use any method you choose for showing colours, including coloured pens, annotation
(with arrows) or any combination. If you are colour blind, please tell us on your answer sheet.

(d) Explain how the language of blazon works.
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Round 2 Problem 2 Nivkh

Nivkh (also known as Gilyak) is a language (apparently unrelated to any other language) spoken by
approximately 1,000 people in Outer Manchuria. In the following problem, someone called Balda (a
male Nivkh name) needs supplies quickly because he must leave for a long journey immediately,
where he must accomplish many quests. If he doesn’t have all of these items, he will not be able to
complete the quests he has been assigned. Figure out how to say what Balda is asking for so that he
can get going in time! Note that p’, t, and k' are single sounds in Nivkh.

Here are some Nivkh statements and (in a different order) their English translations, followed by
some further Nivkh nouns.

1. |Ai goxekig A, |1 need this big fish
2. | fi hahaguekid B. |Ineedmycap
3. |fiitafk ekid C. |l need your branch
4, | Ai fieflankxekid D. |1 need my hut
5. | Al Raguekid E. |1 needmy winter cap
B. |fi p'eznaixekid F. |l need my baoat
7. | ni tryafk'ekid G. |Ineed a fish
8. | i tapilatoxekig H. |l need your big bear
9. |fi hazagoxekid I. |Ineeda house

10. | Ai liysk'ekid 1. |1 need your wolf
11. |ni tafk'ekig K. |1l need my branch
12, | fi jaguekid L. |Ineedacap

13. | fi Aivraxekid M. |l need my own picture
14. | Ai fimuxekig M. |1 needa wolf
15. | Al fznaixekig 0. |1 need that boat aver there
16. |f[i ajoxekid F. |l need your bear
17. | A fit'ulvhagxekid 0. |1 need that cap
18, [ A fzagoxekid R. |1 need that knife
19, |fi gpilazyafkekid 5. |l need that fish over there
20. | fi amuxekig T. |1 need his/her house
21. | Al hagxekig W | need your knife
22, | fi feflankxekid W, |l need your picture
23. | fi tliysk ekid W. |l need your cap

hajk hare

tif track

tus meat

flang ash

zrovs nail
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Q.2.1. Match the Nivkh statements 1-23 to their English translations A-W.
Q.2.2. Translate the following into English:

fi tpilamuxekid
i hazyafk’ekid
fi taflangxekid
fi p’etusk’ekid
i ahagxekid
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Q.2.3. Translate the following into Nivkh:

| need your big track.

| need my knife.

| need that cap over there.
| need your hare.

| need my nail.
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Round 2 Problem 3

Menya is a Papuan language spoken in the Morobe Province of Papua New Guinea. It is the second
most populous of at least twelve languages that constitute the Angan language family. The data in
this problem are presented in the orthography of the language.

Here are some Menya sentences and phrases together with their English translations in a different

order.
Menya English
1. |ai a very large tree
2. | tanga an important person
3. | yd naqdndnd The dkewa is not a large bird.
4. | ymeqd wdnqd Cassava plant
5. | moni nagdnganji long ago
6. | amaqgd naqd I wonder if this is a ship or a boat.
7. | yambuayd man
8. | ymeqgad goka that
9. | dkewi ygnd nagqd hmanji sweet potato, yam
10. | ainga That is whose house?
11. | yd and now
12. | buaya a small child
13. | amaqgd qokd a house made of wood
14, | td son
15. |i Fines are big these days.
16. | ta sipqdti botgd awitdti done
17. | itdqueqd dni? this
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Q.3.1. Match up the Menya words and phrases to their well-formed English translations.

Q.3.2. Translate into Menya.

a. ‘large’

b. ‘small stick’ or ‘small piece of wood’
c. ‘the boat’

d. ‘avery small bird’

Q.3.3. Translate into English.
. and nagdandana
f. inga
g. hikgdnga (note: hikyd means ‘lad’ or ‘young man’)

Q.3.4. Within one of the multiword Menya phrases in the data is a single word typically used
by Menya speakers to mean ‘husband’. Which word is it?
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Round 2 Problem 4. It’s true: The truth about Chalcatongo Mixtec

Chalcatongo Mixtec is a language spoken by just under 6,000 people in Oaxaca State of
South-Central Mexico. It is famous among linguists for its many unusual characteristics, but
it is an endangered language, at risk of extinction.

Here are some sentences in Chalcatongo Mixtec. Their English translations have been given
in a random order, except that English (a) is the translation of Chalcatongo sentence (1).
The pronuciation values of the non-English symbols and accents are not relevant for solving
this problem. English words that are underlined are emphasised.

Chalcatongo Sentences: English Translations:
1. | Nduca kaa ii?ni. a. | The water is hot.
2. | Maria kdu # xasi?i. b. | Pedro is my child.
3. | Ni?ni nduéa. c. | Juanis my husband.
4. | Juan kaa luli. d. | Maria is a woman.
5. | NdeZu kaa Za?u. e. | The water is hot.
6. | Si?# Maria. f. | Maria is feminine.
7. | Juan kdu xaziiri. g. | The food is expensive.
8. | Pedro kau xaluliri. h. | Juanis small / short.

Here is some further Chalcatongo vocabulary:

ndda, true; kwdd, dark, night-like; suci, young; tad, black; ku?u, sick, ill; ktinu, deep;
Ai?ni, hot; kwa?d, red; sa?ma, clothes

Q.4.1. Match the remaining Chalcatongo Mixtec sentences b-h to their English translations
2-8.

Q.4.2. Translate the following into Chalcatongo Mixtec:

depth

heat

Maria [unstressed] is ill

Pedro [stressed, emphatically, e.g. “Pedro is blind] is blind.
Pedro is a blind person.

The clothes [unstressed] are red.

My clothes are the black ones.

(I1t)* is true [emphatic as in “It/This is true”].

(It)* is true.

j. (It)* is the truth.
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Note: In the sentences marked with *, the translation contains no word meaning ‘it’.
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Problem 2.4. Chalcatongo Mixtec

4.1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
a
4.2 a. b.
o d.
e. f.
8. h.
i j-
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Round 2 Problem 5 Mayangna

Mayangna is a Misumalpan language spoken in Nicaragua and Honduras by around 8,700
speakers. A pipante is a small wooden boat rowed with shovels and a guapote is a type of
edible freshwater fish, sometimes called a wolf cichlid.

Here are some Mayangna sentences with their English translations:

1.

kuring man yaihmat yak yamtasyang.

I do not make a pipante next to you.

2.

yang dakiwan ulamak balna kaswi yang
mikit yak.

My master eats clams above me.

. kubamhni balna mukus balna yayamwaski

witingna yaninamak taanit yak.

The owls do not make clouds in front of
their farm.

yangna dikitna yak witing palani
dakaasman.

You do not hear his raft under us.

man kammapani wainiku man mamat yak
buiwi.

Your company shakes the moon above you.

yang kuringki yaihnit yak wakurusni
balna buknina kurahtayang.

| open the scorpions’ book next to my
pipante.

man walamabis yang pinkisil talwaski
witing daniwan balna yaihnitna yak.

Your son does not see my pencil next to his
masters.

mukusni balna witing sunipai balna yak
dakakaawi palani kinit.

The clouds hear her spiders under the raft.

9.

man sumalu balna kisauri kakaswi yang
dangkit yak.

Your dogs eat coriander behind me.

10.

man mumalalah yang yaihkit yak
kastasman.

You do not eat your guapote next to me.

11.

was supai balna tanitna yak dakaaman.

You hear water in front of spiders.

12.

yamak yak yang titinghki wakisa talwi.

My grandmother sees a banana at a farm.

Q.5.1. Translate these sentences into English:

13. waiku dakaayang man damat yak.
14. ulamakni man kubamhma yaihnit yak buitaman.
15. man wakimasa talasyangna yang walakibis balna taanitna yak.

Q.5.2. Translate these sentences into Mayangna:

16. Our masters do not open the clouds in front of us.
17. You make the dog’s raft next to the water.

18. I shake pencils above your (pl) grandmother.




