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Round 2 Problem 2 Nivkh 
Nivkh (also known as Gilyak) is a language (apparently unrelated to any other language) spoken by 

approximately 1,000 people in Outer Manchuria. In the following problem, someone called Balda (a 

male Nivkh name) needs supplies quickly because he must leave for a long journey immediately, 

where he must accomplish many quests. If he doesn’t have all of these items, he will not be able to 

complete the quests he has been assigned. Figure out how to say what Balda is asking for so that he 

can get going in time! Note that p', t', and k' are single sounds in Nivkh.  

Here are some Nivkh statements and (in a different order) their English translations, followed by 

some further Nivkh nouns. 
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Q.2.1.  Match the Nivkh statements 1-23 to their English translations A-W. 

Q.2.2.  Translate the following into English:     

a. ñi ţpilamuxekiḑ    

b. ñi hәzɣәfk’ekiḑ   

c. ñi tәfləŋgxekiḑ      

d. ñi p’eţusk’ekiḑ   

e. ñi ahaqxekiḑ   

Q.2.3.  Translate the following into Nivkh: 

a. I need your big track.  

b. I need my knife.  

c. I need that cap over there.  

d. I need your hare.  

e. I need my nail. 
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