The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2019
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Solution and marking.
Scoring (max 35)

Q3.1: 1 point for the main idea. (max 1)
Q3.2: 1 point for the forms, one for their meanings. (max 2)
Q3.3: 1 point for each correct single word, so 2 for some items a-o (max 22)

o ignore item (a)

o pay attention to 6~o, $~s, i~vy+

3.1,
A Loafers are classified as nonhuman due to their laziness.
Q.3.2. | wielkoludy (a nonhuman giant, like in a fairy tale) and wielkoludzi (a tall person)
Q.3.3. | a. kalendarze [ignore — sing = kalendarz] i. chybcy piloci
b. jarskie kapelusze j. czepki
c. totrzy k. grzejniki
d. robotnicy l. rude groby
e. chorowici chirurdzy m. szympansy
f. partnerzy OR partnrzy n. panowie
g. zwalisci golfisci o. zalgzeki

h. zachodnioeuropejscy akordeonisci
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Commentary
% Nouns: the masculine nouns in Polish language can be divided into several groups:

>

R/
*

>

>

nouns (no matter persons/nonpersons) with a soft stem (excluding the ones
which end in -¢/-ca/-ec), i.e. -n/-¢/-sz/-rz/-1

=> pl. ;= stem + -e;

nonpersons with a stem which ends in -c/-ca/-ec

=>pl. = stem + -e;

persons with a stem which ends in -¢/-ca/-ec

=> pl. :=stem + -y;

persons with a hard stem (excluding the ones which end in -k/-g/-r)

=> pl. ;= modified (softened) stem + -i; (1) For the softening see below!
persons with a (hard) stem which ends in -k/-g/-r

=> pl. := modified (softened) stem + -y; (!) For the softening see below!
nonpersons with a hard stem (excluding the ones which end in -k/-g/-r)
=>pl. ;= stem + -y;

nonpersons with a (hard) stem which ends in -k/-g/-r

=>pl. = stem + -i;

nouns (for persons) that mean titles/ranks/positions/kinship terms

=> pl. = stem + -owie;

persons who are treated as nonpersons (darmozjad/totr/pijak/zabojca)
=>pl. ;= stem + -y.

¢ Adjectives: they can be formed in two ways:

if the adjective modifies a nonperson
=> pl. ;= stem + -e or pl. :=stem + -ie (after -g/-Kk);
if the adjective modifies a person
=> pl. := modified (softened) stem + -i or
pl. := modified (softened) stem + -y (after -dz/-¢/-rz).
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% Softening:

hard version soft version
dz
k c
r rz
st ¢
zn zn
t ¢
ch $
1 1
sn $n
st $1
71 Z1

s Additional rules (for the nouns):
» when a vowel is added to a soft stem which ends in -n/-§/-¢/-z, the soft
consonant should be replaced with its hard equivalent, i.e. -n/-s/-¢/-z

+ -i + the vowel. If the vowel is -i, then the word ends in just one -i.
» Moving -e:
v’ there are cases when
CeC + suffix = CC + suffix (C = consonant);
v’ Ciec + suffix = Cc¢ + suffix (C = consonant);
v' the rule above is satisfied for szwagier as well,
> the final -a which can be observed in some of the singular nouns is omitted
when the plural form is formed;
» if the noun denotes a kinship term, but ends in ¢/-ca/-ec, then the rule for a
person whose stem ends in ¢/-ca/-ec is used.

«» Additional rules (for the adjectives):

the first rule from the ones stated above “Additional rules (for the nouns)”.



