Your name:

The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2020 UK

Round 2

Problem 1. Taiwan Paiwan (20 marks)

Paiwan is a minority language in Taiwan/Republic of
China, spoken by around 66,000 native speakersin the
southern region of the island. One of the major
components of Paiwan syntax is “focus”, which
applies to the new piece of information that the
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sentence is conveying. In English, this can be represented by sentences like “It is the dog which the

man likes”: in this example, the dog is focused.

Below are some sentences in Paiwan with their English translations. Sentence elements in italics
arefocused. (Thedigraph dj represents a single sound. The word langedaen in sentence 8is actually
langedain, but this was edited for the sake of simplicity.)

Paiwan

English

1. kanan nua uqatay tua kuka a quma nua tsakaw

The man eats the chicken in the thief’s field.

2. qmatup tua vavuy a kuvatu

My dog hunts the pig.

3. djavisen nua tsemas a kukama

The spirit snatches my father.

4. sitarang nua uqatay a vuluq

The man protects (it) with the spear.

5. qatupen nua suvavuy i tua umaq a atak nua
vavaian

Your pig hunts the woman’s child in the house.

6. kman tua kuka a tsemas

The spirit eats the chicken.

7. djavisan nua pulingaw tua vuluq a gadu

The shaman snatches the spear in the mountain.

8.langedaen nua sivitay a qaya-qayam

The soldier hears the bird.

Answer the questions on the next page on your answer sheet.
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Q1.1. How would you say these sentences in Paiwan?

9. The man protects the field with the dog.

10. Your shaman hunts my bird in the spirit’s mountain.

11. The woman snatches the pig.

Now look at the following question-answer dialogues. The first answer has been translated for you.

Question

Answer

12. inu a tmarang a tsakaw?

tmarang a  tsakaw i tua quma
The thief who protects (it) is in the field.

13. anema a siqatup nua sukama tua vatu?

siqatup nua kukama tua vatu a kuvuluq

14. anema a sudjavisen?

kudjavisen a qaya-qayam nua vavaian

15. inu a kanan nua uqatay?

kanan nua uqatay a gadu

Q1.2. Based on these examples, translate the following responses into English, underlining focused
elements, and saying what questions (in Paiwan) could have prompted them.

16. susitarang tua qaya-qayam nua pulingaw a tsemas

17. kanen nua uqatay a vavuy i tua gadu
18. kugatupan tua suvatu a kuquma
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Problem 2. Yoruba (20 marks)

Yoruba is spoken by almost 30 million people in West Africa. It is _
written with Roman script, with some additions: '\
e The accents on the vowels represent tones. " Ghana ”/ 1ogo [ - ]
e eand e represent different vowel sounds. Benin  pucria §
These distinctions are important in Yoruba pronunciation. \ ]

Here are some numbers in Yoruba:

gji 2 eérindilogoji 36
erin 4 erindogoji 44
arun 5 aadorin 70
erinla 14 eétadilogorin 77
eéjidilogun 18 etadogorin 83

Answer the following questions in your answer sheet.

Q2.1. Write the following Yoruba numbers in figures
a. aadota

b. arindogérin

c. aarundilogérin

d. etadogorun

e. okandiloggji

Q2.2. Write out the following in Yoruba
a.12
b.90
c. 57
d. 45
e. 99
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Problem 3. A toad’s miao (20 marks) .

Below is a famous Miao folk tale, “The Pimpled Toad who

was Wise,” written in the Large Flowery Miao language,

which is spoken by about 300,000 people in Weining

Autonomous County, Guizhou, China. Large Flowery Miao

is generally written in two different scripts: either in the o Ko
Pollard script, created in 1904 by the English missionary e A
Samuel Pollard, or in Miao Pinyin, which uses Roman

script. The version below is in the Pollard script.

Y Lo L” Lo Jo 1" TS
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The next version is an English translation of the “The Pimpled Toad.” Of course, not every word
in the English translation has an equivalent word in Miao; on the other hand, some English
words may be translated by more than one Miao word. Also, note that constructions of the
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form “l want to eat you / you want to eat me” are written in Miao as “l want to eat your flesh /
you want to eat my flesh.”

The Pimpled Toad that was Wise.
They say that a crow went to meet a pimpled toad. The crow said, “Toad, | want to
eat you.” The toad said, “You want to eat me, but my flesh is very bitter. If you want
to eat me, you want to carry me over there, to the stream, to the bank of the pool of
water. Wash me in water, then eat to get my flesh.” The crow replied, “Toad, | want
to eat you, so there!” The crow stretched his head upwards, laughing ha-ha. The toad
jumped, hopped down to the pool water, and was gone. The crow waded in the water
to seek the toad, sought him, but did not get him. The crow simply stretched his head,
cawed, and said, “Ah-ah, all for nothing! Ah-ah, all for nothing!”

Finally, here is the Miao Pinyin transcription. However, there are some changes:

* The sentences, including the title, are in random order.

e Five of the sentences have been divided into two parts.

e Punctuation has been removed.

e The numbered blanks (e.g. 18 ) mark places where one or more words are missing.

A.tdi _1 jy do "trieh tdi jieu "trieh hi tao J. 10 bi-xa dlo ha-ha

B.jy _2 vyando gl "ghdiyadrih gd dla"drli | K. tai jieu tlie tlw bao ldi _11 3o leu

C.tu_3 ji-tdjieu L. tai li-d li-mu _12  li-fado gha hi
D. gl ya ndo jy "ghai 4 M.aa_13 be-l3-1a

E.tuli-d _5 jieu N. tdili-3 _14 13ili-fdo

F. gl ya ndo jy "ghai O.tdia-jieuhijy _15 ndogu _16
G. ny higu td li-d _6_ "jih tdi jieu lu-h P. vie gl "ghai ieh ta-tie

H."za 7 drai _8 tdo gl "ghai Q. 1ai _17 3i a-"td bao do

l. 3-jieu lU-li _9  bdo-tang

See the notes and the question on the next page.
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e The diacritics (accent marks) *, *, °, © written over vowels represent tones

e jeh and w are vowels/vowel sequences

e gh, dl tl, dr, and tr are consonants

e  (e.g. "t) marks nasalization of the following consonant, that is, air flow escapes
through the nose and the mouth simultaneously during the production of the
consonantal sound.

Q3. On your answer sheet, write the word or words missing from gaps 1-17.
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Problem 4. Utterly Ute (20 marks)

Ute is spoken by 1640 people in an area extending from California to e
Colorado in the United States. It is part of the Uto-Aztecan language

family, which also has speakers in Central America.

o

Here are some Ute sentences and their translations in English. The

transcription is explained on the next page.

English Ute
1 The workers imitated the boy. wtkaghamitemy ‘umy ‘dapachi ‘uway navutigikyagha
2 The boys are writing. ‘aapachiu ‘umy pe’eqway
3 The goat kicked the dog. sivaatuchiu ‘ums sarichi ‘uway tdagha
4 The woman hunted the goats. mamachi ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘umu tenavereqwa
5 The farmer is singing. wamity ‘u kaay
6 The child killed the goats. tuachi ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘um paghaghaga
7 The writer is imitating the farmer. | pe’emitg ‘u “‘damity ‘uway navutigi
8 The worker is drinking. wétkamity ‘U ‘ivi
9 The women taught the worker. mamachiu ‘umy wedakamitda ‘uway pe’etikyagha
10 | The dog is kicking the children. sarichi ‘u tuachiu ‘umy taay
11 | The farmers hunted the goat. ‘daghamitemy ‘ums sivaatuchi ‘uway tenavereqwaqgha
12 | The writers are singing. pe’eqwamitemy ‘umy kdaghay
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Explanation of the transcription:

e 4 is pronounced like u, but with the lips not rounded.

e eis pronounced as in French jeu, with the lips rounded.

e qis similar to k, but further back in the mouth.

e ghis pronounced as in German Bach, but further back in the mouth.

e ‘denotes the glottal stop, the sound in the middle of uh-oh.

e chisasin church.

e Anunderlined vowel (V) denotes a vowel pronounced with no voicing (vibration of the vocal
folds).

e Anacute accent (V) denotes a vowel which is stressed.

Q4.1. On your answer sheet, translate into Ute:

a. The women worked.

b. The singers are killing the dog.

c. The hunters taught the child.

Q4.2. On your answer sheet, translate into English:
a. ‘ivikyamitemy ‘umy ‘dapachi ‘uway tadaghaga

b. w&dkamity ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘umu ‘#agha
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Problem 5. Arapaho nouns (20 marks) i i
Arapaho is an Algonquian language spoken by about 1,000 people in e o ,'.
Wyoming and Oklahoma in the United States. W e -
Here are some Arapaho nouns in the language’s official written form, u:n:' t:
plus the English meaning. Each noun has several grammatical forms. e N
For further explanations (including the meanings marked with *) and the . i

questions, see the next page.

singular plural o.bviative locative singular
singular
hisei hiseino? hisein hiseinewe? woman
hotii hotiiwo? hotiiw hotiiwowe? car
nebi nebiho? hibio nebihewe? my* older sister
neicet neicetino neicetine? my* hand
nooku nookuho? nookuo nookuhowe? beaver
hisee3 hiseeto? hiseet (a) pine tree
(b) ooto oote? leg
beici3 beicito beicite? tooth
coox (c) (d) (e) enemy
ce?einox ce?eino3o ce?eino3e? bag
hinen hinenino? (f) (g) man
wotoo (h) (i) wotoohe? pair of pants
(4) wo3onohoeno (k) wo3onohoene? book
(n (m) nii?eihiio (n) eagle
ce?ibes ce?ibexo (o) (p) block (of wood)
benes (a) (r) (s) arm
(t) nesiho? (u) (v) my* uncle
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Notes:

o The greyed-out cells indicate that the form does not exist.

e ?and 3 are both consonants. ? is a glottal stop, the sound in the middle of “uh-oh,” and
3is O, the thin think.

e Arapaho pronunciation also involves tones, which have not been included in this
problem.

e The ‘obviative’, sometimes called the ‘fourth person’, is a noun form used in some
languages to express how relevant an entity is. If some third-person entities (i.e., ones
that are neither the speaker nor the listener) are less important than others to the
conversation, they will be given the obviative marking, while the more important ones
will take the standard third-person marking.

e *:0One example of how obviation works involves the words whose meaning is shown as
‘my* . In the basic uses, the possessor is indeed the speaker (i.e. ‘my’) but in the
obviative it shifts to a less central third person (‘his’ or ‘her’).

e The ‘locative’ is a noun form used to indicate a location — e.g., the locative form of ‘field’
would mean ‘in the field’ or ‘on the field’.

Q5.1. On your answer sheet, add the missing forms (a)-(v). If you think the form does not exist, write
N/A.

Q5.2. Explain your solution on a separate sheet.



