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The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2020
Round 2

Solution and marking.
Marking (max 34)
e 2 for each correct answer, 1 with one wrong letter
e acceptaora
e acceptnfor”
e insist on correct tones
e reject extra words, e.g. jang lai for 14

li-a 7 |ao 13 | be-l3-1234 3
ja 8 | ndo 14 | jang
li-a 9 |gu 15 \ya
lai 10 | drao 16 | "ghdi
hi 11 | bao 17 | "ta-dIt
mao 12 | jang

Commentary

Pollard Script:

e Consonants are written with large letters, vowels with small diacritics.
* The position of the diacritic around the letter gives the tone: directly above = 7, top right =
", right =", bottom left =".

* Nasalization is marked with the letter C (71) before the consonant.

* The components of compounds are written separately.

Miao Grammar:

e Word order is generally SVO, modifiers after modified

e Zero copula

* Tense not explicitly marked—past tense generally assumed

* tai and fu both used to mark noun phrases



