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Problem 2. Hawu and Dhao (15 marks) 
Hawu (with around 110,000 speakers in 5 dialects) and Dhao (with around 

5,000 speakers) are spoken on three islands in the southernmost province 

of Indonesia. Similarities between the vocabulary and phonology of Hawu 

and Dhao led some writers to conclude that Dhao is a dialect of Hawu. For 

example: 

Hawu Dhao English 

ana telora ana talora middle child 

bèj’i  bhèj’i sleep, lie down 

b’èhi bèsi iron, steel 

do dhu relativizer ‘which’ 

d’ida dedha above 

d’ue dua two 

hupa subha swear an oath 

pedutu madhutu follow 

pepuru papuru lower (something) 

puru puru descend 

 

Below are some sentences in Hawu and Dhao in arbitrary order, together with their English 

translations. Each English translation corresponds to one sentence in Hawu and one sentence in 

Dhao. 

Hawu or Dhao English 

1 Na èra titu-kèna A. She is walking along the edge of the sea. 

2 Pebèlo noo ri roo B. They keep walking to Seba. 

3 Ra kako taruu asa Sèba C. They see her head. 

4 Ladhe ama na bhèlu, baku nasa D. They made her forget. 

5 Ta nèru ke noo oro ngidi dahi E. If her father forgets, don’t be angry. 

6 D’ai-tèra noo ne rui F. She was incredibly strong. 

7 Ra pabhèlu na   

8 Na kako madhutu sebhe dhasi   

9 Ki bèlo ama no, b’ole bubu   

10 Ta ngède ke ri roo ne kètu no   

11 Ta nèru ke roo teruu la Hèb’a   

12 Ra nèdhi kètu na   
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Q2.1. In your answer booklet, indicate for each sentence 1-12 whether it is in Hawu or in Dhao and 

which English sentence A-F is its translation. 

Q2.2. Complete the table in your answer booklet.  

 


