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Problem 2. Roon Answers and Explanation (1/2) 

Total: 37 points 
 

Problem 2. Roon 

2.1 Please write in the corresponding number 

a. 6 b. 24 c. 25 d. 56 

 

2.2 e ŋokor   [1] n safur rimenuru   [2] 

f iŋokor   [1] o arzus di nuru nuru   [2] 

g onem   [1] p aresonuru nuru   [2] 

h rimeyosier   [1] q ares fiak beberin nuru   [2] 

i  wonem   [1] r arzus di ŋokor safur onemefak  [3] 

j onemeŋokor   [1] s ares fik beberin siu   [3] 

k rimiŋokor   [1] t arzus di fak safur onemeŋokor  [3] 

l 17   [1] u aresofak safur rimiŋokor   [3] 

m safur onemenuru   [2] v ares siu beberin war   [3] 

 

Q 2.1. Max 4. 1pt each. 

Q 2.2. Max 33. 1pt for (a)-(l). 2pts for (m)-(q), or 1pt with one mistake. 3pts for (r)-(v), 

or 1pt with one mistake. 
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Problem 2. Roon Explanation & Commentary (2/2) 

1855 and 1955 Roon had a base-20 system, while 2012 Roon has a base-10 system (influenced by the 
dominant base-10 language Biak used in education). fik, war, and siu are borrowed from Biak. 

1855 

1-6:  [α] 

7-10:  6+α = oneme-[α]  (Note l > r) 

11-19: 10 + α = safur [α] 

20-39: 20 + α = arzus [α] 

40-99: 20α + β = arzus di [α] [β] 

 

1955 

1-5  [α] 

6-9  5+α = rime-[α]  (Note ei > i) 

10-19 10 + α = safur [α]  

20-99 20α + β = areso-[α] [β] 

 

2012 

1-9 [α] 

10-19 10+α = safur [α] 

20-99 10α + β = ares [α] beberin [β] 

 

Orthographical and simplification notes 

• All diacritics have been omitted; /j/ has been written y; /ŋ/ written ŋ everywhere. 

• 1855. Source: Fabritius 1855 

○ Dutch spelling <oe> for /u/ replaced by u 

○ irregular form onenfak -> onemefak 

• 1955.  Source: Schapper and Hammarström 2013 

○ yosiede -> yosier to harmonize with 2012 

○ rimiŋgokor -> rimiŋokor (no/levelled contrast between /ŋg/ and /ŋ/; this word is 

variously spelled in sources) 

○ aresso- -> areso- (doubling of the consonant is not explained in sources) 

• 2012. Source: Gil 2012 

○ nuru and suru count inanimate and animate objects respectively, and Gil 2012 seems to 

imply suru is the default. Harmonized with nuru as in 1855, 1955. 

 

 
 

[#] 1855 1955 2012 

1 yoser yosier 

2 nuru 

3 ŋokor iŋokor kior 

4 fak fiak 

5 lim rim 

6 onem  wonem 

7   fik 

8   war 

9   siu 

10  safur 

Base arzus areso ares 

http://munas.kemdikbud.go.id/ebook/file/tijd/TBG1855_4.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43286358
https://lingweb.eva.mpg.de/channumerals/Roon.htm

