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Problem 1. Yawalapiti Answers

1.1 your (pl) house should be irina

For Q1.2 write the
corresponding letter under each item.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.

E D F A C B

1.3 7. our arrow – awukula 10. your (pl) little fish

8. your (sg) house – hirina 11. your (sg) motor – hiɲotola

9. his bow 12. your (sg) river

1.4 13. pɨuja kuma 16. nutipulu 19. hitʃupati

14. awukulatsi 17. irutaka 20. apina kuma

15. inukula 18. itipa

Q 1.1 Max 3. 1p for correct translation; 2p for correction.

Q 1.2 Max 6. 1p per correct match.

Q 1.3 Max 12. 1p per correct translation. 2pt for correct expected form. If more than 4 expected
forms are given, award no points for expected forms.

Q 1.4 Max 16. 2p per correct translation.
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Problem 1. Yawalapiti Explanations
Words/phrases have the form: Possessor — Root — Size .
Possessive prefixes are as follows:

my your (sg) his our your (pl)
Before a consonant nu- hi- i- a- i-
Before a vowel n- p- in- aw- i-

Root-initial consonants typically palatalise after 2nd person prefixes:
p > r t > ts k > tʃ m > ɲ

But this is far from regular, as demonstrated.
-tsi is a diminutive and kuma creates a word with a grander meaning.
References and further reading:

• Yawalapíti, T. (2020). Documentação e descrição da língua yawalapíti (aruák): uma língua que
não deve morrer.

• Mujica, O. (1992). Aspectos fonológicos e gramaticais da língua Yawalapiti (Aruak). (Doctoral
dissertation, Univ. Campinas).

• de Carvalho, F. O. (2016). Internal and comparative reconstruction in Yawalapiti: palatalization
and rule telescoping. International Journal of American Linguistics, 82(3), 285-316.

Note: the orthography used here matches the older one introduced by M. I. Ortega Mujica in
1992, as opposed to the more recent by T. Yawalapiti.
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Problem 2. Taa Answers

2.1 9. Did I eat the young mudwasp [that wanted the egg]?

10. Do the men not eat the buchu powder [that I touched]?

11. The woman’s springbok [that he looks at] was stuck on the grass.

2.2 12. |é n̄ ń ||xûũ + kã dàã |ã ǂàã !xaã + tã ń ||qhúa dt’kx’àba + ke n̄ |e bòkòsè ||qṵe kã [4]

13. |é qáe ||qṵe + te n̄ à |náa̰ ke + ń gùm kã dtsháã ||qṵã [3]

14. èh à ||qhúa káni + kã ǂgúã ||qhaã + tã ||xàã à kùhm kã [3]

15. |ã́ ||gà’ã ||qhaã + tã ń ||qhúa kùhm + kã dàã kã + à ||xûũ kã gāã |ã ǂgúã [4]

Q 2.1 Max 9. For each sentence, award 3p if correct; 2p with one mistake; 1p with two mistakes. A
mistake includes e.g. wrong tense, missing question, misattributed relative clause, etc.

Q 2.2 Max 14. In each region separated by a +, award 1p if correct.

Q 2.3 Max 23. 11p for syntax; 8p for gender agreement; 4p for verbal markings.
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Problem 2. Taa Explanations

1. Word order:

• S V kV O
• Question: |V́ …
• Relative clause: tV … kV
• Noun + (Adjective) + (Relative Clause)
• Tense + (Neg) + Verb
• Possessor + |V + Possessed

2. Gender agreement:

• Nouns are divided into two classes: Class 2 (ending in -ã) and Class 3 (ending in -e).
• Pronouns: n̄ = 1SG, èh = 3SG, both of which are in Class 3.
• Final vowel of adjective agrees with the head noun
• |V́ agrees with the subject
• kV preceeds the object and agrees with it
• tV … kV agree with the head noun
• |V agrees with the possessed noun

3. Verbs:

• ń for the present, à for the past
• The negative particle is ||qhúa

Additional notes:
Actually, Taa has five noun classes, and it is often difficult to determine the noun class from the

form of the noun. However, the above rule is generally true, and the nouns in this problem reflect it.
In Taa, fundamentally toneless syllables are assigned surface tones through a process involving

tone classes. Each noun belongs to one of two tone classes (class I or II), which affects the tone
of any modifiers that lack an inherent tone (class I nouns assign mid tones to all syllables of all
modifiers; class II nouns assign a low tone to the ultima and a high tone to the penult, if there is
one). Furthermore, verbs take a tone class as well, producing similar phenomena.

To avoid this complexity, in the above analysis, fundamentally toneless syllables are marked
without tone.

References and further reading:

• Traill, A. (2009). A !Xóõ Dictionary. (2nd edition). Volume 9 of Quellen zur Khoisan-Forschung.



2024 – Round 2

Problem 3. Stodsde Answers

3.1 mɮu, nvɮu

3.2 1. ʁɮdʒvə 5. ɬsnʌ 8. ʁzɲʌ

2. fɬtsəm 6. fɬtsjæ 9. χfsqra

3. zlun 7. ɣɮdzʌv 10. zgə

4. vɮdʒur

3.3 ʁvɮdzjʌr

Q 3.1 Max 3. 3p if correct; 1p if at least one correct form given.

Q 3.2 Max 10. 1p for each correct form.

Q 3.3 Max 1p if correct.

Q 3.4 Max 17. 5p for -S- insertion; 12p for other rules.
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Problem 3. Stodsde Explanations
Commentary based on phonotactic explanation
The onset of a root Stodsde verb is built as follows, with the causative changes. Note that

consonants are analysed as going into the latest possible slot.
Slot 1 Slot 2 Slot 3 Slot 4 Slot 5

Nasal Non-sib.
fricatives Liquid (l or r) Stop/sibilant Any non-stop

+ non-sib.
m > v
n > ∅

> ɮ if slot 4 is sibilant
> z otherwise

fricative > affricate,
unless slot 5 is a nasal

Inserted v, ɮ, z > f, ɬ, s if the following sound is voiceless.

Commentary based on infix insertion
The rules for causative formation are as follows:

1. m > v and n > ∅ word initially;

2. Insert -S- after any initial non-sibilant fricative;

3. Delete r or l between -S- and a sibilant or stop;

4. Sibilant fricatives become affricates after -S-, unless they are followed by a nasal;

5. -S- > -ɬ- before sibilants and -s- otherwise;

6. Assimilate voicing from right to left of fricatives coming from -S- or nasals.

Any combination of the two approaches is also valid. Note that within the dataset, a sibilant is
followed by a nasal exactly when it is word-initial, so this analysis was also credited.

Here, consonants are divided up as follows:
Sibilant Non-sibilant

Stop / Affricate ts, tsʰ, dz, tʂʰ, dʒ pʰ, b, d, k, g, q, qʰ
Fricative s, sʰ, z, ʒ f, v, ɮ, ɣ, χ, ʁ
Other r, l, j, m, n, ɲ

References and further reading:

• Sun, J. T. S. (2007). Morphological causative formation in Shangzhai Horpa. Bulletin of Chinese
Linguistics, 2(1), 211-232.

• Sun, J. T. S. (2000). Stem alternations in Puxi verb inflection: Toward validating the rGyal-
rongic subgroup in Qiangic. Language and linguistics, 1(2), 211-232.
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Problem 4. Coptic Answers

4.1 1. the four places 3. the thing of her cup

2. the joy of their beast 4. some oaths of my eleven sisters

4.2 5. panaš n+henhbēue nte + petnhōb [3] 7. thome n+ousōne nte + tahafleele snau [3]

6. netme n+teftie + mmaau [3] 8. henhiome nte + peuma m+praše [3]

Q 4.1 Max 8. 2p if correct; 1p with one mistake (e.g. wrong number / possessor, misattributed
adjective, etc).

Q 4.2 Max 12. 1p per region separated by +. If two correct sections are misordered, award 1/2p.

Q 4.3 Max 27. 14p for nominal morphology, 7p for possessive constructions, and 6p for numeral
constructions.
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Problem 4. Coptic Explanations

1. Possession:

• Possessed nte Possessor if Possessed is indefinite
• Possessed n— Possessor if Possessed is definite

2. Numerals:

• 2 Xs = X snau;
• k Xs = k n—Xfor k = {4; 5; 11};
• All nouns are treated as singular when they appear with a numeral.

3. Nominal morphology:

• Plurals are irregular, every noun has a gender (masc / fem) that is usually unpredictable;
• Indefinite: singular = ou-, plural = hen-;
• Definite: masc.sg. = p-, fem.sg. = t-, plural = n-;
• Possession: my = -a-, his = -ef-, her = -es-, our = -en-, your = -etn-, their = -eu-;
• Insert -e- between definite prefix and root if the root begins with a consonant cluster.

4. n > m before labials (p, m, also b).

References and further reading:

• Lambdin, T.O. (1983). An Introduction to Sahidic Coptic. Macon: Mercer University Press.
Reintges.

• Hanns, C. (2004). Coptic Egyptian (Sahidic Dialect): a Learner’s Grammar. Cologne: Rüdiger
Köppe.
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Problem 5. Maonan Answers
For Q5.1 write the corresponding letter under each item.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20.

E H D T J A N I P F S G C D B O L R M K

5.2 21. boars 23. wear resolutely

22. good eye 24. bad to wear (e.g. ugly, uncomfortable)

5.3 25. kjɔŋ⁵nda¹ 28. dɔ²Ɂɛp⁷

26. put⁷ 29. ʔai¹tan³

27. kjɔŋ⁵gwi²ni⁴

5.4 a grasshopper that drinks water

5.5 They are domesticated and wild versions of some bird.

nɔk⁸ŋa:n⁶ = wild goose

Q 5.1 Max 20. 1 pt per correct letter.

Q 5.2 Max 8. 2p per correct translation.

Q 5.3 Max 10. 2p per correct translation.

Q 5.4 Max 3. 3pt if all morphemes translated (grasshopper-eatwater), 1pt with one missing/mistranslated.
Accept any reasonable translation.

Q 5.5 Max 5. 3p for both prefixes described correctly; 1p for just one. 2p for a valid translation of
ŋa:n⁶ (any bird).

Q 5.6 Max 18. 2p for word order; 5p for verbs; 11p for prefixes.
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Problem 5. Maonan Explanations

1. Order: Head – Modifier

2. Animates take one of the following prefixes:

• ʔai¹- = humans
• ni⁴- = large animals
• nɔk⁸- = wild birds
• dɔ²- = else

3. The plural is marked by kjɔŋ⁵-.
• This replaces any other prefix.

4. The suffix meaning resolutely is -Cɔk⁸, with C copying the onset consonant of the previous syllable.

5. dat⁸- nominalises a verb. (This can also be treated as a classifier in a solution.)

References and further reading:

• Lu, T. Q. (2008). A grammar of Maonan. Universal-Publishers.


