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Problem 4. Coptic Answers

4.1 1. the four places 3. the thing of her cup

2. the joy of their beast 4. some oaths of my eleven sisters

4.2 5. panaš n+henhbēue nte + petnhōb [3] 7. thome n+ousōne nte + tahafleele snau [3]

6. netme n+teftie + mmaau [3] 8. henhiome nte + peuma m+praše [3]

Q 4.1 Max 8. 2p if correct; 1p with one mistake (e.g. wrong number / possessor, misattributed
adjective, etc).

Q 4.2 Max 12. 1p per region separated by +. If two correct sections are misordered, award 1/2p.

Q 4.3 Max 27. 14p for nominal morphology, 7p for possessive constructions, and 6p for numeral
constructions.



2024 – Round 2

Problem 4. Coptic Explanations

1. Possession:

• Possessed nte Possessor if Possessed is indefinite
• Possessed n— Possessor if Possessed is definite

2. Numerals:

• 2 Xs = X snau;
• k Xs = k n—Xfor k = {4; 5; 11};
• All nouns are treated as singular when they appear with a numeral.

3. Nominal morphology:

• Plurals are irregular, every noun has a gender (masc / fem) that is usually unpredictable;
• Indefinite: singular = ou-, plural = hen-;
• Definite: masc.sg. = p-, fem.sg. = t-, plural = n-;
• Possession: my = -a-, his = -ef-, her = -es-, our = -en-, your = -etn-, their = -eu-;
• Insert -e- between definite prefix and root if the root begins with a consonant cluster.

4. n > m before labials (p, m, also b).
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