Problem 1. Nancowry Answers

2025 — Round 2 %

1.1 | a. totie j. heh
b. something that is tied k. tumko?
c. to thicken (something) 1. 2¢h
d. to hang, (be) hanging m. kXtal
e. to cause (something) to arrive n. pumlo?a
f. topa o. cinlmak
g. Tanidp p. kinswm
h. tanop q. sumput
i. hateh

1. [ 2. |13 |4

For Q1.2 write the
corresponding letter under each item.

Q 1.1 Max 17. 1 pt for correct translation. For a — e, allow any reasonable English translation.

Q 1.2 Max 4. 4 pts if all correct, 2 pts if three correct, 1 pt if two correct.
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Problem 1. Nancowry Commentary

There are three derivations: the causative (CAUS), which turns an adjective or verb into a verb
meaning to make / cause X; the instrumental nominaliser (INSTR), which turns a verb into a noun
meaning a thing used to X; and the object nominaliser (0BJ), which turns a transitive verb into a noun
meaning a thing that is Xed.

The marking chosen depends on the number of syllables in the base.

1 syllable >1 syllable

CAUS ha- <um>
INSTR <an> <in>
0BJ -a -a

All infixes appear after the initial consonant. For <um> and <in>, the infix replaces the following
vowel.

References and further reading:

e Rajasingh, V.R. (2016). Mudt (Nicobarese). Mon-Khmer Studies, 45, 14-52.

e Kalin, L. (2023). When size matters in infix allomorphy: A unique window into the morphology-
phonology interface. The size of things II, 269.
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Problem 2. Sakata Answers

2.1 | 13. The dogs saw the bad goat.

14. The children wanted to buy a big cow.

15. The little man read the good books.

16. Who killed the woman’s snakes?

2.2 | 17. Ngombe ijo mva inini. [3]

18. Munde nejao ola mape. |3|

19. Noa achunga kena kekika ke bang? [4]

20. Beto be kebil betang mekan menini. [4]

Q 2.1 Max 8. For each sentence, award 2 pts if correct; 1 pt with one mistake (e.g., wrong word,
wrong singular/plural, missing question, ...)

Q 2.2 Max 14. In each sentence: 3 or 4 pts if correct (see above). Deduct 1 pt per mistake, to a
minimum of 0.

Q 2.3 Max 33. 6 pts for describing the syntax; 14 pts for describing the agreement system; 11 pts for
listing noun class prefixes; 2 pts for describing any irregularities.
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Problem 2. Sakata Commentary

1. Syntax:
e Subject — Verb — [Infinitive] — Object
— Verbs take o- in the infinitive, or an agreement prefix for their subject (see below).
e [0 = to] — Noun — Adjective — [LNK — Possessor]|
— Adjectives take an agreement prefix.

— In possessive constructions, LNK = agreement prefix for the possessed noun, as a
free-standing linking word.

2. Noun class: all nouns begin with a noun class prefix.

Singular Plural
Noun prefix Agreement prefix Noun prefix Agreement prefix

woman, man, child, white man ... mu- ne- ba- ba-

book, ... mo- mo- me- me-

duck, wing, ... i- le- ma- ma-

field, thing, snake, ... ke- ke- be- be-

goat, dog, chicken, cow, ... n- ne- n- i-

peanut, ... le- le- n- i-

na — who a-

Note that here, all noun classes are either singular classes or plural classes. This is not true in
general, although these represent the most common singular—plural pairs.
n-va > mva and ba-nkar > banka.

All data in this problem comes from the author’s own fieldwork in Bosobe.
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Problem 3. Kickapoo Answers

Q 3.1 Max 24. 2 pts for each correct form; 1 pt with one mistake.

Q 3.2 Max 2. 2 pts for the correct form; 1 pt with one mistake.

Q 3.3 Max 26. 8 for consonants; 8 for accented vowels; 10 for unaccented vowels.
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Problem 3. Kickapoo Commentary

The following provides a simplified analysis combining both the tonal system of Kickapoo, and
the system for converting spoken Kickapoo into the whistled form. Here V stands for a vowel, C for
a consonant cluster, # for a word boundary.

1. V# — 60;

2. V(V) — 6(6) if antepenultimate; VV — 60 otherwise;
3. V — 0 after final accented syllable;

4. V(V) — 0(0) before {s, 6, h};

5. Else, V — 6;

6. #C — ;

7. C — qif C contains {p, t, k}; else C — h.

References and further reading:

e Voorhis, P.H. (1974). Introduction to the Kickapoo language. Indiana University.

e Voorhis, P.H. (1971). Notes on Kickapoo Whistle Speech. International Journal of American
Linguistics 37(4), 238-43. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1264515.


http://www.jstor.org/stable/1264515
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Problem 4. Nganasan Answers
For Q4.1 write the corresponding letter under each item.

1. 2. 3. 4. D. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. | 11. | 12. | 13. | 14. | 15.

h j n k f g ¢ i d e 0 b a 1 m

4.2 | tents of/for idols

4.3 | 16. bags 17. idol 18. ears

4.4 | 19. pontu? 20. tuu? 21. basa

4.5 | huaa?tuj. [See below]

Q 4.1 Max 15. 1 pt for each correct correspondence.

Q 4.2 Max 2. 2 pts for a correct answer. Insist on correct pluralisation, but otherwise allow any
reasonable answer.

Q 4.3 Max 6. 2 pts for each correct answer. For 16, accept cases, places, etc.
Q 4.4 Max 6. 2 pts for each correct answer.

Q 4.5 Max 3. 3 pts for any answer that begins huaa?t-. Ignore the end of the word.
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Problem 4. Nganasan Commentary

Compound order is MODIFIER — HEAD.

Each noun has three possible root forms (S;, S2, S3) which often coincide, or may differ by conso-
nant gradation (here, only between s > d’, t > 8, nd > nt, and j > &) or vowel mutation/lengthening.

Note that it is not really possible from the data given to conclude that the MODIFIER-PLURAL
form is also S3, but it is also not required for the tasks.

SG PL

HEAD S; So-?
MODIFIER S; S3-?

The following words appear in multiple forms.

[ S [ S | S
ear kou
idol kojka | kojkii
metal || basa bad’a
hand || diitii d’iidii
tooth ¢imi
boat || penduj | nantu
fire tuj tuu

References and further reading;:

e Wagner-Nagy, B. (2018). A grammar of Nganasan (Vol. 6). Brill.

e Vaysman, O. (2002, August). Against richness of the base: evidence from Nganasan. In Annual
Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society (pp. 327-338).

e Brykina, M., Gusev, V., Szeverényi, S., Wagner-Nagy, B. (2018). Nganasan Spoken Language
Corpus (NSLC). Archived in Hamburger Zentrum fiir Sprachkorpora. Version 0.2. Publication
date 2018-06-12. http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8


http://hdl.handle.net/11022/0000-0007-C6F2-8
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Problem 5. Kavalan Answers

5.1 | 1. His monkey is sleeping / sleeps.

2. Does the woman burn Taipei?

3. He buys my digging chicken with our money.

4. We begin to cut the small sour orange in that village.

5.2 | 5. kitutiku ni [2]

6. ipiran + na qanay sunisna + ya qasirray wasusu [4]

7. taquzti + ya tiapzangawta + ta tarrebciaan + ni [4]

8. titataktati + tu rasung + ya sarrigku [4]

9. tmaytatiisu + tu rrutungcia + ta rasungan (4|

Q 5.1 Max 12. 3 pts if correct; 2 pts with one mistake; 1 pt if either all noun phrases are correct or
the verb phrase is correct, and the correct syntactic argument is focused (even if the translation
of the argument is incorrect). Question marking is considered part of the verb phrase.

Q 5.2 Max 18. 1 pt for each noun phrase in the correct order; 2 pts for the verb phrase (including
final ni), or 1 pt with one mistake.

Q 5.3 Max 30. 6 for describing the syntax; 11 for describing the structure of noun phrases; 13 for
describing the structure of verbs.
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Problem 5. Kavalan Commentary
UnF = Unfocused, S = Subject, 0 = Object, V.= Verb. Note that instrumental clauses (with X)
only appear focused in this problem, and locatives only appear unfocused.

1.

2.

3.

vV + ‘ [na] UnF.S ‘ + ‘ [tu] UnF.0 ‘ + ‘ lya] Focus‘ + ‘ [ta] Locative-|an| ‘ + ‘ [ni = Question)] ‘

Art + ‘Adj—[ay] ‘ + ’Noun—[Person]—[cia = that] ‘ NB: Any verb can be used as an adjective.

Intransitive verbs focus the only argument. Transitive verbs mark the focus:

e -m- (inserted after the first consonant): subject focus;
e -an (suffix): object focus;

e ti- (prefix): instrumental focus.

. Person/number markers are attached to the end of the verb (to mark subject) or noun (to mark

possession).

e -ku = I, -su = you, -na = he, -ta = we;

e If the subject is focused, these are preceded by -i- and its position is moved after the
inceptive marker”.

. Inceptive marker: -ti (beginto). This appears after the focus and unfocused person markers, but

before the focused person markers.

References and further reading:

e Li, P. J. K., Tsuchida, S. (2006). Kavalan dictionary. Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica.



