
2025 – Round 2

Problem 4. Nganasan Answers
For Q4.1 write the corresponding letter under each item.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

h j n k f g c i d e o b a l m

4.2 tents of/for idols

4.3 16. bags 17. idol 18. ears

4.4 19. ŋəntuʔ 20. tuuʔ 21. basa

4.5 huaaʔtuj. [See below]

Q 4.1 Max 15. 1 pt for each correct correspondence.

Q 4.2 Max 2. 2 pts for a correct answer. Insist on correct pluralisation, but otherwise allow any
reasonable answer.

Q 4.3 Max 6. 2 pts for each correct answer. For 16, accept cases, places, etc.
Q 4.4 Max 6. 2 pts for each correct answer.

Q 4.5 Max 3. 3 pts for any answer that begins huaaʔt-. Ignore the end of the word.
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Problem 4. Nganasan Commentary
Compound order is MODIFIER – HEAD.
Each noun has three possible root forms (S1, S2, S3) which often coincide, or may differ by conso-

nant gradation (here, only between s > d’, t > ð, nd > nt, and j > ∅) or vowel mutation/lengthening.
Note that it is not really possible from the data given to conclude that the MODIFIER-PLURAL
form is also S3, but it is also not required for the tasks.

SG PL
HEAD S1 S2–ʔ

MODIFIER S3 S3–ʔ

The following words appear in multiple forms.

S1 S2 S3
ear kou
idol kojkə kojkü
metal basa bad’a
hand d’ütü d’üðü
tooth čimi
boat ŋənduj ŋəntu
fire tuj tuu
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